
ABOUT TEAK
Established in 1998, The TEAK Fellowship is a free 10-year middle 
school, high school and college prep, access, and college success 
program in New York City. TEAK empowers exceptional students to 
reach their full potential regardless of their financial situation. By 
transforming the life of a single student, TEAK lifts communities 
and impacts the world at large.

TEAK is a free program that helps talented students from low-
income families achieve their potential. Through intensive 
afterschool and summer classes, TEAK prepares middle school 
students to get into the nation’s most selective high schools and 
colleges. TEAK’s robust support system ensures that students thrive 
in their independent (day and boarding) high schools and top NYC 
Selective high schools, and graduate from college, ready to pursue 
their professional goals and positively impact the world.

MISSION
The TEAK Fellowship believes that 
motivation and potential, not economic 
circumstances, should determine a 
student’s future. TEAK unlocks access 
to an outstanding education and 
transformative experiences for 
exceptional NYC students, who use 
these opportunities to change their 
lives and the world around them. 

Our ten-year program starts in 7th grade and continues 
through college graduation. Along the way, in addition to 
helping students gain access to the nation’s most prestigious 
high schools and colleges, TEAK also provides its Fellows 
(approximately 320 per year) with adult mentors, internships, 
and professional coaches. These programs give volunteers and 
companies an opportunity to get to know TEAK Fellows and to 
help them on their journey toward success.

TEAK is proud of our Fellows’ success. Since 1998, every single 
Fellow has matriculated to four-year colleges; of these, 89% 
have entered top-tier schools, averaging 30% into the Ivy League 
each year. Of the students who have completed the Fellowship, 
90% are college graduates and leaders in multiple professions. 
Building on these accomplishments, TEAK has begun working 
to serve even more youth who need our help to gain acceptance 
into top schools and colleges.

DISCOVERING FUTURE LEADERS:
ADMISSION INTO TEAK
TEAK’s six-month admission process starts in 6th grade.  We 
seek out exceptionally talented students from all across New 
York City who have the potential to become leaders in their 
schools and communities. After a highly selective process, TEAK 
admits a cohort of 45 students each spring.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS: 
MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMY 
In addition to attending their public middle schools throughout 
the academic year, TEAK students complete advanced course 
work two days per week at one of our three sites located in 
Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx. They also attend TEAK’s 
Summer Institute (an intense 6-week academic enrichment 
program) for three consecutive summers, intended to fill any 
educational gaps in preparation for the rigor of competitive high 
schools.  TEAK enriches a student’s life in the classroom and 
beyond with a Shakespeare class, an overnight stay at a boarding 
school, exposure to the arts, and field trips to museums and 
cultural institutions.  Additionally, TEAK pairs each student with 
a volunteer adult mentor to help them navigate their journey.
High School Placement & High School Programs
Beginning in 8th grade, TEAK helps students navigate the high 
school admissions process.  100% of our 8th graders earn a seat 
in world-class New York City independent day schools, screened
high schools, or boarding schools. Once students matriculate, 
TEAK ensures their success by providing services such as 
tutoring, one-on-one advisement and social-emotional support, 
and SAT prep. During the summers, TEAK students have access 
to transformational experiences such as serving a community at 
a non-profit, traveling abroad, finding their voice in a college-
level creative writing course and career immersion internships. 
Additionally, as students prepare for college and start to explore 
career paths, TEAK helps to develop and match them to exciting 
internship opportunities at top corporations and entrepreneurial 
businesses.

DISCOVERING FUTURE LEADERS: ADMISSION INTO TEAK 
TEAK’s six-month admission process starts in 6th grade. We seek out exceptionally talented students from all across New York City who 
have the potential to become leaders in their schools and communities. After a highly selective process, TEAK admits a cohort of 45 
students each spring.

DR. DENISE BROWN-ALLEN began her tenure as Executive Director in July 2021, and brings 25 years of 
experience as an educator and administrator at Montclair Kimberly Academic, The Pingry School, and National 
Cathedral School. Throughout her career in education, she has been committed to gender and racial equity in 
education, a leader in the development and implementation of strategic plans, a champion for service learning 
opportunities, a proponent of the thoughtful integration of technology into the classroom, and ever seeking 
excellence in her professional pursuits and new opportunities for learning.
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This past spring, TEAK placed 100% of high school seniors at 
four-year colleges and universities, where they collectively earned 
over $6.1 million in need-based scholarships and financial aid 
over four years, covering 90% of college costs. 100% of the class 
earned admission to selective schools, including: Brown University, 
Columbia University, Cornell University, Harvard University, 
University of Pennsylvania, Syracuse University, Lehigh University, 
and Wesleyan University.

TEAK placed 100% of graduating middle school students at selective 
high schools where they were awarded $7.2 million in need-based 
financial aid over four years, representing 91% of their total school 
expenses. 2021 schools include: Hotchkiss School, Deerfield 
Academy, Peddie School, Phillips Academy Andover, Berkeley Carroll 
School, Riverdale Country School, St. Andrews School,Friends 
Seminary, and Little Red Elizabeth Irwin High School.

 TEAK successfully pivoted and provided an alternative to summer 
internships for 21 rising first-year college students who depend on 
these resume-building experiences as well as the money earned to 
help pay for expenses while they are on campus. In collaboration 
with volunteers from TEAK’s corporate partners, a five-week program 
was delivered virtually to 21 TEAK Fellows. The students were 
divided into teams of five and each team had access to corporate 
volunteers to guide them through developing a pivot business plan. 
The one criteria was that there had to be an element of social good 
incorporated into each plan.

TEAK has a 4-Star rating on Charity Navigator, the evaluation site’s 
highest ranking for fiscal management. TEAK was named a Top-
Rated Nonprofit on the 2020 Great Nonprofits list for the seventh 
consecutive year in a row. 

DR. DENISE BROWN-ALLEN, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Denise Brown-Allen began her tenure as 
Executive Director in July 2021, and brings 
25 years of educational experience to TEAK.  
Before joining TEAK, Denise served as the 
Associate Head of School/Head of Upper 
School at the National Cathedral school.  
Throughout her career in education, she has 
been committed to gender and racial equity 
in education, a leader in the development 
and implementation of strategic plans, a 
champion for service learning opportunities, 
a proponent of the thoughtful integration 
of technology into the classroom, and ever 
seeking excellence in her professional pursuits 
and new opportunities for learning.

TEAK STAFF  16 Full time 13 Part-time teachers/admin

84% of TEAK Fellows will be the first in their family to graduate from college.

$6.1 million was earned in tuition aid for the College Class of 2025

Asian American 
Black/African American
Latinx/Hispanic
Multiracial/Multiethnic
White

77% of TEAK Fellows have at least one immigrant parent.

52%  Female
47%  Male
1%    Nonbinary

310+
300+
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Alumni
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Non-Profit/Education/Public Policy 
Finance & Business
Medical Professions
Media/Advertising/Journalism
Engineering/Technology
Law
Other

 34%
 19%
 14%   
13%

   9%
   4%

 9%

TEAK’s 300� Alumni pursue 
careers in various industries.

TEAK ACCEPTED STUDENTS
Serving youth ages 11-22, often those who are first generation in their family to 
attend college and from historically underserved communities.

TEAK has expanded its programming over the course of its history to better achieve and build upon its goals. In 2004, the first class of TEAK 
Fellows matriculated to college and in 2008 the organization celebrated its first class of college graduates. In 2004, TEAK also began to 
broaden its reach by recruiting classes of 30, instead of 25. Now going into its 24th year with an expanded class size of 45, TEAK remains 
an enduring and innovative program, opening doors to excellent educational opportunities for our students and preparing them to succeed 
and lead in their schools, professions, and communities.

TEAK Class of 2021 reported an average of 3.43 GPA for 
their first semester of college            

93% of college tuition covered for the Class of 2024 
through financial awards

100% of all TEAK Fellows have matriculated to highly 
competitive colleges (31% of which have matriculated 
into Ivy League colleges)

COLLEGE GUIDANCE 
TEAK helps students and their families navigate the college 
application process every step of the way, from identifying best-fit 
schools to completing complicated financial aid forms. TEAK proudly 
boasts that 100% of 12th graders earn admission to the most 
prestigious 4-year colleges and universities, including 31% gaining 
acceptance to the Ivy League.  

A BRIGHT FUTURE AWAITS: COLLEGE SUCCESS 
PROGRAM 
TEAK continues its commitment to students’ well-being and success 
throughout their college years. The College Success Program 
includes mid semester check-ins and visits, course load planning, 
as well as academic and financial aid counseling. TEAK supports 
students’ professional pursuits through career panels, resume review, 
interview preparation, and a series of workshops on networking, 

personal branding, transitioning from college to career, and managing 
finances. TEAK also connects College Fellows with volunteer 
Professional Coaches. As students prepare and start to explore 
career paths, TEAK helps them become aware of varying industries, 
companies, and organizations, develop networks to gain early 
professional experience, discover career-path options and understand 
the applications of academic learning in the real world.

A CONNECTED COMMUNITY: TEAK ALUMNI 
PROGRAM    
TEAK Alumni, over 300 strong, are pursuing careers in law, finance, 
medicine, education, engineering, nonprofits, business, media and 
journalism. Many TEAK Alumni are already making a difference in 
their communities and giving back to society, including atand to 
TEAK. Alumni currently serve as mentors, volunteers, and on our 
Next Generation Board and Board of Directors.
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 33% Asian American
 33% Black/African American
 27% Latinx/Hispanic
 3% Multiracial/Multiethnic
 3% White

 52% Female
 47% Male
 1% Nonbinary
 310+ Current Fellows
 300+ Alumni

TEAK ACCEPTED STUDENTS
Serving youth ages 11-22, of those 84% are first generation in 
their family to attend and graduate college and are from historically 
underserved communities.

TEAK’s 300+ Alumni pursue
careers in various industries.

 25% Finance & Business
 20% Media/Advertising/Journalism
 16% Engineering/Tech/Medicine
 13% Media/Advertising/Journalism
 12% Law
 12% Nonprofit/Education/Policy
 15% Pursuing or Obtained Grad Degree

MISSION
The TEAK Fellowship believes that motivation and potential, not economic 
circumstances, should determine a student’s future. TEAK unlocks access to an 
outstanding education and transformative experiences for exceptional NYC students, 
who use these opportunities to change their lives and the world around them. 

ABOUT TEAK                                                                                                                    
Established in 1998, The TEAK Fellowship is a free 10-year middle school, high school, and college prep, access, and success 
program in New York City. TEAK empowers exceptional students from low-income families to achieve their potential regardless of 
their economic circumstances. TEAK’s robust support system ensures that students thrive in top independent and selective high 
schools, and graduate from college, ready to pursue their professional goals and positively impact the world. 

Since 1998, every single Fellow has matriculated to four-year colleges; of these, 89% have entered top-tier schools, averaging 
30% into the Ivy League each year. Of the students who have completed the Fellowship, 90% are college graduates and leaders in 
multiple professions. Building on these accomplishments, TEAK has begun working to serve even more youth who need our help to 
gain acceptance into top schools and colleges.
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Summer Institute (an intense 6-week academic enrichment 
program) for three consecutive summers, intended to fill any 
educational gaps in preparation for the rigor of competitive high 
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beyond with a Shakespeare class, an overnight stay at a boarding 
school, exposure to the arts, and field trips to museums and 
cultural institutions.  Additionally, TEAK pairs each student with 
a volunteer adult mentor to help them navigate their journey.
High School Placement & High School Programs
Beginning in 8th grade, TEAK helps students navigate the high 
school admissions process.  100% of our 8th graders earn a seat 
in world-class New York City independent day schools, screened
high schools, or boarding schools. Once students matriculate, 
TEAK ensures their success by providing services such as 
tutoring, one-on-one advisement and social-emotional support, 
and SAT prep. During the summers, TEAK students have access 
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level creative writing course and career immersion internships. 
Additionally, as students prepare for college and start to explore 
career paths, TEAK helps to develop and match them to exciting 
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HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT & 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Beginning in 8th grade, TEAK helps guide students through the 
high school admissions process. Once students matriculate, 
TEAK ensures their success by providing services such as 
tutoring, one-on-one advisement and social-emotional support, 
and SAT prep. During the summers, TEAK students have access 
to transformational experiences such as serving a community at a 
non-profit, traveling abroad, finding their voice in a college-level 
creative writing course, and career immersion internships.

A BRIGHT FUTURE AWAITS:
COLLEGE SUCCESS PROGRAM
TEAK helps students and their families navigate the college 
application process every step of the way, from identifying 
best-fit schools to completing complicated financial aid forms.  
TEAK continues its commitment to students’ well-being and 
success throughout their college years. The College Success 
Program includes mid semester check-ins and visits, course 
load planning, as well as academic and financial aid counseling. 
TEAK supports student’s professional pursuits through career 
panels, resume review, interview preparation, and a series of 
workshops on networking, personal branding, transitioning 
from college to career, and managing finances. TEAK also 
connects College Fellows with volunteer Professional Coaches. 
As students prepare and start to explore career paths, TEAK 
helps them become aware of varying industries, companies, 
and organizations, develop networks to gain early professional 
experience, discover career-path options and understand the 
applications of academic learning in the real world. 

A CONNECTED COMMUNITY:
TEAK ALUMNI PROGRAM
TEAK Alumni, over 300 strong, are pursuing careers in a wide 
variety of industries; many have chosen to give back to the TEAK 
Community by serving as mentors, volunteers and on the Next 
Generation Board and Board of Directors. 

RECENT SUCCESSES 
This past spring, TEAK placed 100% of high school seniors at 
four-year colleges and universities, where they collectively earned 
over $7.2 million in need-based scholarships and financial 
aid over four years, covering 92% of college costs. These 
students earned admission to esteemed schools, including: 
Boston University, Columbia University, Cornell University, 
Harvard University, Haverford College, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Northwestern University, Tufts University, and 
University of Pennsylvania. 

TEAK placed 100% of graduating middle school students at 
selective high schools where they were awarded $8 million in 
need-based financial aid over four years, representing 91% of 
their total school expenses. Schools include: Deerfield Academy, 
Peddie School, Friends Seminary, Horace Mann School, The 
Lawrenceville School, Regis High School, and Stuyvesant High 
School. 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS:
MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMY
In addition to attending their public middle schools throughout 
the academic year, TEAK students complete advanced course 
work two days per week at one of our three sites located in 
Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx. They also attend TEAK’s 
Summer Institute (an intense 6-week academic enrichment 
program) for three consecutive summers, intended to fill any 
educational gaps in preparation for the rigor of competitive high 
schools. TEAK enriches a student’s life in the classroom and 
beyond with offerings like a Shakespeare class, an overnight 
stay at a boarding school, exposure to the arts, and field trips 
to museums and cultural institutions. Additionally, TEAK pairs 
each student with a volunteer adult mentor to offer support and 
guidance throughout their journey. 
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Next Generation Board and Board of Directors.
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their first semester of college            

93% of college tuition covered for the Class of 2024 
through financial awards

100% of all TEAK Fellows have matriculated to highly 
competitive colleges (31% of which have matriculated 
into Ivy League colleges)

COLLEGE GUIDANCE 
TEAK helps students and their families navigate the college 
application process every step of the way, from identifying best-fit 
schools to completing complicated financial aid forms. TEAK proudly 
boasts that 100% of 12th graders earn admission to the most 
prestigious 4-year colleges and universities, including 31% gaining 
acceptance to the Ivy League.  

A BRIGHT FUTURE AWAITS: COLLEGE SUCCESS 
PROGRAM 
TEAK continues its commitment to students’ well-being and success 
throughout their college years. The College Success Program 
includes mid semester check-ins and visits, course load planning, 
as well as academic and financial aid counseling. TEAK supports 
students’ professional pursuits through career panels, resume review, 
interview preparation, and a series of workshops on networking, 

personal branding, transitioning from college to career, and managing 
finances. TEAK also connects College Fellows with volunteer 
Professional Coaches. As students prepare and start to explore 
career paths, TEAK helps them become aware of varying industries, 
companies, and organizations, develop networks to gain early 
professional experience, discover career-path options and understand 
the applications of academic learning in the real world.

A CONNECTED COMMUNITY: TEAK ALUMNI 
PROGRAM    
TEAK Alumni, over 300 strong, are pursuing careers in law, finance, 
medicine, education, engineering, nonprofits, business, media and 
journalism. Many TEAK Alumni are already making a difference in 
their communities and giving back to society, including atand to 
TEAK. Alumni currently serve as mentors, volunteers, and on our 
Next Generation Board and Board of Directors.

16 West 22nd Street, Suite 300, New York, NY 10010 | www.teakfellowship.org |                          .
For more information please contact Lauren Girshon, Deputy Director of External Relations at LGirshon@teakfellowship.org

TEAK EXTENDS SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE PROGRAM PARTNERS! 
Akin Gump  Apollo Global Management  CHANEL  General Atlantic   Goldman Sachs  IAC  KPMG  LLP  LionTree LLP  McKinsey & Company  
Multiplying Good  NBA  NBCUniversal NeubergerBerman NewHolland Capital  PattersonBelknap PaulWeiss  PricewaterhouseCoopers  RBC 
Capital Markets  Select Equity  Sidley Austin  Societe Generale  3iGroup  TowerBrook

16 West 22nd Street, Suite 300, New York, NY 10010 | www.teakfellowship.org |     
For more information please contact Lauren Girshon, Deputy Director of External Relations at LGirshon@teakfellowship.org

This past spring, TEAK placed 100% of high school seniors at 
four-year colleges and universities, where they collectively earned 
over $6.1 million in need-based scholarships and financial aid 
over four years, covering 90% of college costs. 100% of the class 
earned admission to selective schools, including: Brown University, 
Columbia University, Cornell University, Harvard University, 
University of Pennsylvania, Syracuse University, Lehigh University, 
and Wesleyan University.

TEAK placed 100% of graduating middle school students at selective 
high schools where they were awarded $7.2 million in need-based 
financial aid over four years, representing 91% of their total school 
expenses. 2021 schools include: Hotchkiss School, Deerfield 
Academy, Peddie School, Phillips Academy Andover, Berkeley Carroll 
School, Riverdale Country School, St. Andrews School,Friends 
Seminary, and Little Red Elizabeth Irwin High School.

 TEAK successfully pivoted and provided an alternative to summer 
internships for 21 rising first-year college students who depend on 
these resume-building experiences as well as the money earned to 
help pay for expenses while they are on campus. In collaboration 
with volunteers from TEAK’s corporate partners, a five-week program 
was delivered virtually to 21 TEAK Fellows. The students were 
divided into teams of five and each team had access to corporate 
volunteers to guide them through developing a pivot business plan. 
The one criteria was that there had to be an element of social good 
incorporated into each plan.

TEAK has a 4-Star rating on Charity Navigator, the evaluation site’s 
highest ranking for fiscal management. TEAK was named a Top-
Rated Nonprofit on the 2020 Great Nonprofits list for the seventh 
consecutive year in a row. 

DR. DENISE BROWN-ALLEN, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Denise Brown-Allen began her tenure as 
Executive Director in July 2021, and brings 
25 years of educational experience to TEAK.  
Before joining TEAK, Denise served as the 
Associate Head of School/Head of Upper 
School at the National Cathedral school.  
Throughout her career in education, she has 
been committed to gender and racial equity 
in education, a leader in the development 
and implementation of strategic plans, a 
champion for service learning opportunities, 
a proponent of the thoughtful integration 
of technology into the classroom, and ever 
seeking excellence in her professional pursuits 
and new opportunities for learning.

TEAK STAFF  16 Full time 13 Part-time teachers/admin

84% of TEAK Fellows will be the first in their family to graduate from college.

$6.1 million was earned in tuition aid for the College Class of 2025

Click here to watch our Fellows perform “My Shot” from Hamilton

TEAK EXTENDS SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE PROGRAM PARTNERS! 
Akin Gump • Apollo Global Management • Bain & Company •  Barclays • CHANEL • Citi • CLEAR • Freshfields • General Atlantic • Goldman 
Sachs • Goodwin Proctor • Hg Capital • IAC • Kirkland & Ellis •  KKR •  KPMG • LionTree • Lockton Companies • McKinsey & Company • 
Mizuho • Morgan Stanley •  NBA • Neuberger Berman • New Holland Capital • Newmark • Patterson Belknap •  Paul Weiss • Pricewater-
houseCoopers • RBC Capital Markets • Select Equity • Sidley Austin • Societe Generale • TD Securities • TowerBrook • Tradeweb • Two Trees

77% of Fellows have at least one immigrant parent

92% of college tuition was covered for the Class of 2025 
through financial awards

TEAK Class of 2022 reported an average of 3.27 GPA for 
their first semester of college

 84% of Fellows will be the first in their family to 
graduate from college


