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MISSION
The TEAK Fellowship helps talented New York City 

students from low-income families gain admission 

to and succeed at top high schools and colleges. 

Along with academic support, TEAK provides lead-

ership training, exposure to the arts and outdoors, 

mentoring, career experience, and assistance with 

the high school and college application processes.
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Dear Friends,
March 2014

I remember as if it were yesterday, discussing with the Founder, Justine Stamen Arrillaga, 
her vision for The TEAK Fellowship. Sixteen years ago we sat together in my living room and 
emphatically confirmed the great need for a program like TEAK in New York City. This need 
propelled us to our 15th anniversary this past year and it drives our continued efforts today. 
I’d like to offer my gratitude for believing in us and getting us to this special milestone.

As a college access and success organization, we are thrilled to see that our formula is 
working. 100% of TEAK students graduate from high school, compared to only 65% of 
their New York City counterparts. And 100% of TEAK students matriculate to college: an 
amazing feat considering that the 2013 college-readiness rate for New York City students 
was 22%. For African-American and Hispanic students, it was 11.7%.

More statistics about the TEAK program appear elsewhere in this document. I encourage 
you to peruse them; they are the hard evidence that underscores what we have diligently 
worked to achieve: a curriculum that prepares and supports students to succeed at the 
most selective high schools and colleges. And yet, there is a limit to what data can show 
you. It cannot reveal, for instance, the passion TEAK students have for learning, the re-
spect they have for each other, and the tremendous confidence they gain as they broaden 
themselves intellectually, culturally and socially. 

To see those qualities at work, I invite you to come for a visit. Our students are in session 
weekday evenings, Saturday mornings, and for full days in July and August. Witnessing 
them in action is confirmation of what you have helped to accomplish. Even after nearly a 
decade at the helm, our students continue to inspire me; I am confident they will inspire 
you as well.

Thank you students and families, Alumni, Mentors, volunteers, staff, and Board for all of 
your hard work. I am grateful to each and every one of you. With such stellar support, one 
sentiment springs to mind in closing—bring on Sweet 16!

With much gratitude,

Lynn D. Sorensen
Executive Director

2013 was a special year for us as we stepped into our new roles as Co-Chairs, following in the 
footsteps of our highly effective predecessor, Kim S. Fennebresque. More importantly, 2013 
was a momentous year for TEAK: our 15th anniversary. This report celebrates our journey to 
this milestone, placing a special emphasis on those who supported this organization along 
the way. It is an insufficient tribute—our gratitude can never be adequately articulated—but 
a sincere one, and we hope you enjoy it.

Yet time marches on. And so the question becomes, how to sustain and improve TEAK going 
forward?

During the past year, we looked at the next generation of leaders and achievers and identified 
two constituencies. The first, a passionate group of young supporters, prompted the creation 
of TEAK’s first Junior Board. The second is our ever-expanding group of impressive Alumni. 
Consider the following:

•	 TEAK can now boast of over 100 college graduates, 30% of whom have either earned, or 
are pursuing, graduate degrees in eleven different disciplines at schools such as: Albert 
Einstein, Carnegie Mellon, Columbia, Harvard, NYU, University of Chicago and Yale. 

•	 This prestigious group includes: a Fulbright Scholar, a White House intern, three MDs,
a JD, a pharmacist, four engineers, a PhD candidate studying Parkinson’s disease, and 
more than ten young people focused on education and education policy.

We look forward to the day these constituencies converge — indeed, they are already starting 
to. One of the Founding Junior Board members is Lissette Duran, a TEAK Alumna from Class 
Two. She will graduate from Columbia Law School in 2014 and join Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison, where she once interned through TEAK’s high school internship program.

And so, TEAK’s future looks bright — which is imperative because, in a world where only 8% 
of high-achieving, low-income students even apply to selective universities, our challenges 
remain.

Our heartfelt appreciation for your steadfast support,

Anne Brennan			   Henry H. McVey
Co-Chair				   Co-Chair
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BOARDING SCHOOLS
Blair Academy, NJ (2)

Cate School, CA (1)

Choate Rosemary Hall, CT (8)

Concord Academy, MA (7)

Dana Hall School, MA (1)

Darrow School, NY (3)

Deerfield Academy, MA (7)

Emma Willard School, NY (1)

Episcopal High School, VA (10)

Groton School, MA (2)

The Hill School, PA (1)

The Hotchkiss School, CT (5)

Kent School, CT (1)

The Lawrenceville School, NJ (4)

Loomis Chaffee School, CT (3)

Milton Academy, MA (9)

Miss Porter’s School, CT (3)

Northfield Mount Hermon School, MA (5)

Peddie School, NJ (6)

Phillips Academy Andover, MA (13)

Phillips Exeter Academy, NH (13)

Purnell School, NJ (1)

St. Andrew’s School, DE (4)

St. George’s School, RI (3)

St. Paul’s School, NH (6)

The School at Church Farm, PA (1)

The Taft School, CT (4)

Westminster School, CT (2)

Westtown School, PA (3)

NEW YORK CITY 

DAY SCHOOLS
Academy of Mount St. Ursula (1)

Aquinas High School (1)

Archbishop Molloy High School (1)

Bard High School Early College (4)

The Berkeley Carroll School (9)

The Brearley School (6)

The Bronx High School of Science (3)

Brooklyn Friends School (5)

The Browning School (3)

The Calhoun School (1)

The Chapin School (1)

Collegiate School (5)

Columbia Grammar 

   & Preparatory School (4)

Convent of the Sacred Heart (6)

The Dalton School (3)

Ethical Culture Fieldston School (7)

Fordham Preparatory School (3)

Friends Seminary (5)

Grace Church School (1)

The Hewitt School (5)

Horace Mann School (5)

Little Red School House 

   & Elisabeth Irwin High School (11)

The Nightingale-Bamford School (2)

Notre Dame School (1)

The Packer Collegiate Institute (7)

Poly Prep Country Day School (3)

Regis High School (6)

Riverdale Country School (16)

Saint Ann’s School (4)

Saint Vincent Ferrer High School (1)

The Spence School (8)

Stuyvesant High School (9)

Trevor Day School (4)

Trinity School (11)

W.C. Bryant Honors Program (1)

Class of 2017
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COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
Amherst College (10)

Babson College (1)

Barnard College (7)

Boston College (1)

Boston University (1)

Bowdoin College (3)

Brown University (14)

Carnegie Mellon University (3)

Case Western Reserve University (1)

Claremont McKenna College (2)

Colgate University (5)

College of Mount Saint Vincent (1)

College of Saint Rose (1)

Columbia University (6)

Connecticut College (1)

Cornell University (9)

CUNY Macaulay Honors College (4)

CUNY (6)

Dartmouth College (2)

Davidson College (4)

Dickinson College (4)

Drexel University (1)

Duke University (3)

Elon University (1)

Emory University (2)

Fordham University (3)

Franklin & Marshall College (2)

Georgetown University (1)

George Washington University (3)

Gettysburg College (1)

Goucher College (1)

Green Mountain College (1)

Hamilton College (1)

Harvard University (3)

Haverford College (4)

Johns Hopkins University (1)

Johnson & Wales University (1)

Kenyon College (1)

Lafayette College (1)

Manhattan School of Music (1)

Marist College (1)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2)

Middlebury College (5)

Mount Holyoke College (1)

Muhlenberg College (2)

New York University (2)

Northeastern University (1)

Oberlin College (1)

Occidental College (1)

Pace University (1)

Polytechnic Institute of 

   New York University (1)

Pomona College (2)

Princeton University (7)

Rochester Institute of Technology (2)

Skidmore College (1)

Stanford University (1)

St. Joseph’s University (1)

St. Mary’s College of Maryland (1)

SUNY (3)

Syracuse University (1)

Trinity College (3)

Tufts University (3)

Union College (4)

University of Pennsylvania (7)

University of Rochester (1)

Vanderbilt University (1)

Vassar College (2)

Washington University in St. Louis (1)

Wellesley College (2)

Wesleyan University (14)

Wheaton College (2)

Worcester Polytechnic Institute (1)

Yale University (6)

Horace Mann School (5)

Little Red School House 

   & Elisabeth Irwin High School (11)

The Nightingale-Bamford School (2)

Notre Dame School (1)

The Packer Collegiate Institute (7)

Poly Prep Country Day School (3)

Regis High School (6)

Riverdale Country School (16)

Saint Ann’s School (4)

Saint Vincent Ferrer High School (1)

The Spence School (8)

Stuyvesant High School (9)

Trevor Day School (4)

Trinity School (11)

W.C. Bryant Honors Program (1)

Class of 2013 3



MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMY & HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT
After a competitive 6-month admission process, 30 students are invited to join TEAK in the 
spring of 6th grade. Students then participate in a cycle of intensive programs to prepare 
for the selective admissions processes at top high schools, as well as for future academic 
success and personal growth.

TEAK Admission [6th Grade]
Through outreach to middle schools and communities across New York City, academically 
talented, personally motivated, low-income students are encouraged to apply to TEAK.

Spring Innovation & Summer Exploration [Spring & Summer / 6th Grade]
On Saturdays during the spring and for five full weeks in the summer, students build the 
academic foundation they need to excel at TEAK and school. Students refine their critical 
reading and writing skills in an analytical writing course; they are exposed to foreign language 
study, grammar, and vocabulary; they develop a strong foundation for high school level sci-
ence classes in an urban ecology course; they study pertinent human rights topics by writing, 
filming, and editing public service announcements in an arts course, and they develop their 
abilities to conduct research in a humanities course. Additionally, students attend a leader-
ship skills building camping trip and go on urban expeditions.

High School Foundations I [7th Grade]
Students continue their coursework after school and on Saturdays, twice per week, during 
the school year.  Students resume humanities and writing courses, which now focus on 
research, writing, and the art of documentary filmmaking.  Additionally, students take an 
algebra course and a high school admissions test preparation course.

Summer Institute I & II [Summers / 7th & 8th Grade] 
These six-week, full-day, rigorous academic programs offer intensive math, English, Latin, 
science, and history classes, as well as courses in art, drama, and dance.  Field trips, a guest 
speaker series, and high school admissions test preparation are also included.  

Mentor Program [7th–12th Grade]
Each student is matched with an adult professional who volunteers to mentor a student 
throughout his/her time at TEAK. Mentors share their knowledge of academic and profes-
sional paths, offer exposure to new experiences, and are added advocates in each student’s 
network.

High School Foundations II [8th Grade] 
These after-school sessions, twice per week, include test preparation for the SHSAT, SSAT, 
and TACHS, as well as a writing and an algebra course to further develop students’ skills in 
preparation for the rigors of high school.

High School Placement [8th Grade]
TEAK guides each family through the high school admission and financial aid application 
processes.  TEAK provides comprehensive support in each student’s search for the best high 
school match and helps place students in selective public, parochial, and independent day 
and boarding schools.  TEAK does not assign students to schools nor guarantee that students 
will be accepted at specific schools.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS
TEAK provides 4 years of comprehensive programs and services to support students in com-
petitive academic environments and to prepare them for admission and success at selective 
colleges.

Check-Ins, Visits & Fellows’ Forums [9th–12th Grade]
TEAK Deans are in regular communication with students through email, phone calls, and 
school visits. TEAK sets high academic standards for students and monitors school progress 
and grade reports. Students also attend meetings at TEAK to share their experiences with a 
strong peer network, strengthen critical thinking and study skills, and participate in leader-
ship development activities.

Specialized Tutoring At TEAK [9th–12th Grade]
This one-on-one tutoring program offers both accelerated work for our students and address-
es academic challenges to help them work toward subject and skill proficiency, and the 
transition to college-level work.

Public Interest Internships & Community Service [9th–12th Grade]
All students make a commitment to volunteer in Public Interest Internships at non-profits 
and to fulfill an additional 115 hours of service in their home or school communities during 
high school.

Private Enterprise Internships [Summers / 11th & 12th Grade]
Eligible students participate in training in order to apply to and be hired for internships at 
host companies. The aim is for students to contribute to a company while developing profes-
sional skills and networks, exploring career interests, and earning money.

Summer Enrichment Experiences [Summers / 11th–12th Grade]
Students have the opportunity to participate in study abroad, outdoor education, and pre-col-
legiate academic programs.

COLLEGE GUIDANCE & ALUMNI PROGRAM
TEAK’s comprehensive approach provides the educational foundation, academic guidance, 
financial aid counseling, and transitional support necessary for students to be prepared not 
only to apply to four-year colleges, but to earn a degree in six years or fewer.  

College Guidance [11th & 12th Grade]
TEAK provides comprehensive college guidance for students and families to supplement the 
resources offered by high schools.  TEAK offers individualized college counseling, workshops 
on the application process, college essays, and financial aid forms, innovative SAT and ACT 
preparation, and college trips.

Alumni Program [College & Beyond]
As students transition to college, they have access to a vast network of support coordinated 
through the Alumni Program.  This program encompasses check-ins and visits for first- and 
second-year students, academic and financial aid counseling, an online community, and 
workshops and open houses.  A Career Center equips Alumni with the tools necessary to 
obtain meaningful jobs during college and to embark successfully on professional tracks 
after graduation.
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From our humble beginnings in a home office, TEAK has spread its roots and grown — right along 
with our students, who have evolved from classroom to community leaders. We celebrate their journey, 
look forward to their continued success, and thank our dedicated mentors, donors, and volunteers for 
supporting them along the way.
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...have traveled to 25 countries for academic enrichment

IN 15 YEARS, TEAK STUDENTS...

...experienced 87 Broadway Shows 
including Les Misérables, The Lion King, and Matilda.

...benefited from115 field trips
including The New York Stock Exchange, Metropolitan Museum of Art, and NYU Medical Center.

...have come from different backgrounds

...contributed 31,000+ community service hours 
benefiting food pantries, homeless shelters, and nursing homes.

35% Hispanic/Latino

TEAK students self-identify as

26% African American/Caribbean

25% Asian American

6% Multiracial

5% Caucasian/Eastern European

3% Middle Eastern

28% Bronx

25% Brooklyn

25% Manhattan

6% Queens

5% Staten Island

and come from all five boroughs:
...learned from120 guest speakers
including David Dinkins (Former Mayor of NYC), Walter Grandberry (Classical Pianist), and Cathy 
Rampell (New York Times Economist).

56% female 44% male

TEAK Alumni have gone into careers in medicine, law, 
finance, public service, engineering, and education.

		  ...have become TEAK Alumni 
         who have donated over $30,000   	
   to TEAK since 2004

7



1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

The TEAK Fellowship is estab-
lished by Justine Stamen 
Arrillaga and the Founding 
Board:
   Frederick M. Bohen
   Jackie Dyer
   Robert S. Kaplan
   Tracy L. Nixon
   Jill Olson
   Robert W. Reeder
   Amy Waldman

The first class 
of 22 Fellows, 
The Pioneers, 
is admitted to 
TEAK.

100% of TEAK’s 
first class earns 
admission to aca-
demically selective 
high schools.

TEAK students 
take their first 
college trip 
to Princeton 
University.

A group of TEAK sup-
porters embarks upon 
The Morgan McKinzie 
Endowment campaign 
in support of the Pub-
lic Interest Internship 
Program, through 
which students 
volunteer at non-profit 
organizations for an 
entire summer.

TEAK THROUGH THE YEARS

TEAK celebrates 
five years of the 
Summer Institute.

The first class 
of 12th graders 
graduates from 
high school and 
matriculates to 
top colleges and 
universities.

Lynn D. Sorensen, 
who had previously 
served as a Mentor 
and Board Mem-
ber, is appointed 
as TEAK’s Execu-
tive Director.
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

The Private Enterprise 
Internship (PEI) Program 
turns five. PEI allows 
students to contribute to 
a company while devel-
oping professional skills 
and networks, exploring 
career interests, and 
earning money.

TEAK is fully loaded 
with two classes 
in middle school, 
four classes in high 
school, and four 
classes in college!

TEAK celebrates its 
first class of college 
graduates and es-
tablishes an Alumni 
Program, including a 
Career Center.

A member of Class 
2 is awarded a Ful-
bright Scholarship to 
study multicultural 
education and public 
policy in Chile.

TEAK shifts the 
program’s entry point 
from 7th grade to 
6th grade to provide 
an additional year of 
programming, and 
begins recruiting 
its first class of 6th 
graders.

TEAK matches its 
tenth cohort of vol-
unteer Mentors with 
Class 10 students.

TEAK celebrates 15 years 
of providing college prep 
programming to talented 
and deserving New York City 
students.

A member of Class 
1 graduates from 
Columbia University 
College of Physicians 
and Surgeons as 
TEAK’s first MD.

9



15TH ANNIVERSARY 
BENEFITTEAK’S

THANK YOU to all of TEAK supporters who joined us in 
celebrating this milestone. With your help, we raised $1 Million!
BENEFIT CHAIR
Robert S. Kaplan

HONOREES
TEAK Mentors
The Starr Foundation
TEAK Founding Board of Directors
   Frederick M. Bohen
   Jackie Dyer
   Robert S. Kaplan
   Tracy L. Nixon
   Jill Olson
   Robert W. Reeder
   Justine Stamen Arrillaga
   Amy Waldman

SPONSORS
Flagship Sponsorship
Caryn Seidman Becker & Marc Becker
Anne & Mark Brennan
Jasanna & John Britton
Robert S. Kaplan
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. 
   & KKR Global Macro Team
Shelly & Christopher Lanning
Laura & Henry H. McVey
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
Ingeborg & Ira Rennert
Select Equity Group

Co-Chair Sponsorship
Apollo Global Management
Justine Stamen Arrillaga & John Arrillaga
The Corcoran Group
The Martin I. & Pauline G. Elkin Charitable Trust

Kenneth Fox
General Atlantic
Goldman Sachs Gives, directed by Thomas Cornacchia
Goldman Sachs Gives, directed by Justin Gmelich
Marie-Josée & Henry R. Kravis Foundation
RR Donnelley
The Starr Foundation
Tammy & Randy Winn

Anniversary Sponsorship
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Sloan & David Greenspan
Wendy & Scott Kleinman
Société Générale
Wooden Nickel Foundation

Benefit Sponsorship
Anonymous
Karan Ahooja
Jill & Peter Borst
Mary Cashin
Brett & Brad Coppens
Olivia Douglas & David DiDomenico
Eagle Capital, in tribute to Professor Robert S. Kaplan
GE Capital Americas
Goldman Sachs Gives, directed by Sara Recktenwald
Goldman Sachs Gives, directed by Marta & John Shaffer
Goldman Sachs Gives, directed by Elisha Wiesel
Annie & Ben Huneke
JPMorgan Chase
Katherine Hazelwood & Todd Kaplan
George Loening
Joella & John Lykouretzos
Lorraine & Robert W. Reeder, III
Dara Rosenbaum / Rosenbaum & Taylor, P.C.
Eileen & Matthew Spiro



The night had many engaging speakers, chief among them 
8th-grade emcees Michael Bamah and Raveeno Douglas. 
Below, Raveeno (right) recounts the experience.

Preparing for this was hard work, much harder than I had 
anticipated. “Ugh, let me try again!” became my catch-
phrase.  Pronunciation was a big hurdle for me; out of ner-
vousness, I kept tripping on my words. But the real chal-
lenge came when I entered Cipriani: the sparkling lights, 
the beautiful flowers—instantly, my stomach dropped. I 
didn’t think I was going to be able to pull it off, and I felt 
that way until the moment that Michael and I stepped 
onto the podium in front of 450 people.

…But then, I thought of all the work that I had put into 
this day—how could I let that go to waste? And I looked at 
Michael, who’d been so encouraging—how could I let my 
good friend down? At TEAK, we talk a lot about grit; now 
was the time to show some. I took a deep breath and gath-
ered myself. As I asked the crowd to focus its attention, I 
tried to focus mine. And then it was time. After the audi-
ence erupted into laughter, I knew it was going to be okay. 

I learned a lot from this. For starters, I don’t always have 
the limitations I think I have. Also, the best things aren’t 
always going to come easily to me; sometimes, I’ll really 
have to work at them. But when I do, the results can be 
spectacular! 

I’m ready for my solo. 11



ARIANNA RUIZ ‘16   Ethical Culture Fieldston School
THE PROCESS
The high school application process was challenging. It required me to really think 
about what I had to offer schools and how I could best express that through my 
writing. I definitely felt supported through the process. I do not know how I would 
have done it if it weren’t for the support of TEAK. 

Undoubtedly, the most rewarding part of the high school application process was 
receiving my acceptance letter into Fieldston.

THE FIT
Fieldston offers me a safe place to share my ideas vehemently, and the school 
strongly encourages taking action for what you believe in.  This challenges me and 
gives me the opportunity to be an agent of change. Fieldston’s mission is to develop 
students who do not just conform, but strive to make the world a better place. 

This is all I ever wanted to do. 
-Arianna

HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT
100% of TEAK students have been placed at top Independent, 
Public, and Parochial high schools.

In 2013 TEAK’s 14th class was awarded $2.7 million in fi-
nancial aid over 4 years.

97% of students graduate from the same high school they 
started at.

44% Independent Boarding schools

44% Independent Day schools

7% Public schools

5% Parochial schools

12



THE PROCESS
TEAK supported me by helping me remain organized and ahead of 
the curve throughout the whole college process. Through the College 
Placement Program, TEAK took my TEAK class to visit many differ-
ent colleges. This opened my eyes to the benefits of small liberal arts 
colleges. 

THE FIT
Through TEAK’s College Placement Program, I discovered the amaz-
ing institution that I currently attend, Wesleyan. I fell in love with the 
school during TEAK’s college tour. 

Wesleyan is the perfect fit for me because in addition to its great ac-
ademics, it has a wonderful student body from whom I am constant-
ly learning. People at Wesleyan are so welcoming and open-minded 
that it sometimes feels utopic. I appreciate the fact that I learn just 
as much inside the classroom as I do from my daily interactions and 
conversations with my peers. 

-Eric

COLLEGE PLACEMENT 

100% of the TEAK Class of 2013 matriculated to 4-year colleges, 
61% of whom entered the Ivy League.

78% of TEAK Alumni have graduated from college in 4 years and 
88% in 6 years, far surpassing the national 4- and 6- year averages 
of 33% and 49%, respectively, for all college students.

ERIC WILSON
St Paul’s School ‘11 | Wesleyan University ‘15



In the summer of 2013, 29 TEAK students in Professional Enterprise Internships earned $74,745.

100% of employers would recommend TEAK students to future employers and would hire a TEAK student again.

PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT PROGRAMS 

THE INTERNSHIPS
Through TEAK’s Private Enterprise Internship Program (PEI), I 
interned at Société Générale in the Credit Division after my se-
nior year. I came in with limited experience in finance but every-
one on my team was incredibly helpful and friendly, so I learned 
really quickly. 

I interned at Plough Penny Partners through the Alumni Career 
Center and I did everything from industry research, to compar-
ative analysis of companies, to sitting in on meetings with the 
heads of companies who were looking for investors. 

THE DIFFERENCE
I knew I wanted to go into business, but interning at Société 
Générale and Plough Penny Partners helped me separate the 
aspects of business I liked from those that were not the best fit 
for me.

My PEI and Alumni Career Center experiences enabled me to 
join organizations at Cornell that were highly competitive be-
cause they were impressed with my early immersion into the 
finance industry. My summer experiences helped me stand out 
on campus in order to get even more experience and helped me 
mold my interests further to really understand what I want to do 
in the future. 

-Inna

INNA MARYASINA
Trinity School ‘12 | Cornell University ‘16



GIVING BACK
The summer after ninth grade, I worked for the Association to Benefit Children, help-
ing to supervise pre-school children with special needs. While in high school, I also 
volunteered at a local nursing home. I enjoyed speaking with the residents and learned 
a great deal about the history of my neighborhood from them. This experience encour-
aged me to create more opportunities to serve my community.

I chose to pursue a Master in Public Policy at Harvard because I wanted to learn how 
to solve complex societal problems. I want to influence policy changes that would im-
prove the lives of struggling Americans. TEAK was a wonderful opportunity and I felt 
privileged to participate in it; I want to give back by devoting my life to a career as a 
public servant.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SERVICE
The community service requirement and the PII internship were two important compo-
nents of the TEAK experience. Even more important was the culture of TEAK, which 
was one that valued service. TEAK taught us that success is measured not only by 
awards and accomplishments, but also by the good you do for those around you. Volun-
teering is only the beginning; giving back is a way of life. These ideals were instilled in 
me by TEAK as well as by my parents, and are the reason I chose a career as a public 
servant.

-Cynthia

In 2013, TEAK students gave back to their communities by volunteering a total of 2,089 hours

In 2013, 22 students participated in TEAK’s Public Interest Internship Program (PII) for a total of 
3,872 hours volunteering for organizations supporting:

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

10% Neighborhood Enhancement

12% Environment & Health

13% Government

18% Homeless & Senior Citizens

21% Children & Special Needs

26% Education

CYNTHIA THALER
Nightingale-Bamford School ‘04
Brown University ‘08 
Harvard University John F. Kennedy School 
of Government ‘13 15



JIA YING MEI ‘06

What is it like being both a Mentor AND a Men-
tee?

At the end of the day, which ever side of the 
equation you’re on, you’re in a relationship 
where both folks are growing and learning from 
each other. 

David is an extraordinary Mentor; I truly owe 
some of the decisions I made and experiences 
I cherish to him. It’s a bit weird to be in a po-
sition where I’m now thinking about how to im-
part meaningful advice, but cool to know that 
I’m bridging two generations of TEAK partici-
pants. Dave is practically a grand-mentor now!

JUSTIN SITU ‘16

How would you describe your relationship with 
Jia Ying? 

Jia Ying supports me, advises me and guides 
me, but most importantly, he’s a friend. I also 
like that he gives me strategies that worked for 
him during his time at TEAK and lets me know 
what to expect. TEAK does a really good job at 
matching kids and Mentors — I knew that after 
the very first day.

Jia Ying and I have done a lot of different things 
together — ice skating, rock climbing, playing 
board games — but I feel like spending time 
with him is fun no matter what we do. Jia Ying 
is a really cool guy.

DAVID DIDOMENICO

What’s the most rewarding part about being a 
Mentor?

For me it is two things: first, it is seeing Jia 
Ying grow up into a happy, intelligent, gener-
ous adult, and to have a bond with him that 
extends to my family.

Second, it is realizing that Jia Ying has en-
riched my life as much or more than I could 
have ever have hoped to enrich his. I never 
imagined when we started out that we’d still 
be so close today, but now, when I look to the 
future, I look forward to all the things we will 
do together. My three kids adore Jia Ying and 
delight in including him in family traditions; 
he’s a part of our family now.

GENERATIONS OF 
MENTORSHIP
It’s hard to believe TEAK 
is old enough to have three 
generations of mentors and 
yet David DiDomenico, right, 
is Mentor to Jia Ying Mei, 
Class of 2006, left, who is 
now mentoring Justin Situ, 
Class of 2016, middle.
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2013 CONTRIBUTIONS JANUARY 1 THROUGH 

DECEMBER 31 , 2 0 1 3

$75,000 & Higher
Anonymous
Arrillaga Family
Caryn Seidman Becker & Marc Becker
Jasanna & John Britton
Vicki & David Craver
Goldman Sachs Gives at the recommendation of
   Anne Brennan
   Thomas Cornacchia
   Justin Gmelich
   Jonathan Meltzer
   Sara Recktenwald
   Marta & John Shaffer
   Elisha Wiesel 
The Charles Hayden Foundation 
The Heckscher Foundation for Children 
Robert S. Kaplan
The Richard Salomon Family Foundation
Select Equity Group Foundation

$50,000-$74,999
Anne & Mark Brennan
Shelly & Christopher Lanning
Laura & Henry H. McVey
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
Ingeborg & Ira Rennert
The Starr Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Alexander Family
Ally Financial
Apollo Global Management
Catherine & Joseph Aresty Foundation
Citi Foundation
The Corcoran Group
Costas Family Foundation
The Martin I. & Pauline G. Elkin Charitable Trust
General Atlantic
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
The Esther A. & Joseph Klingenstein Fund
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.
Marie-Josee & Henry R. Kravis Foundation
Jane & David Ott
Lorraine & Robert W. Reeder, III
Julian H. Robertson, Jr.
Time Warner
Tudor Foundation
Tamara & D. Randall Winn

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (2)
Karan Ahooja

Patty & Chris Arndt
Mary Cashin
Brett & Brad Coppens
Olivia Douglas & David DiDomenico
Mary & Patrick Duff / LFH Foundation
Eagle Capital Management
The Faris Family Fund
Sarah Snyder & Daniel Fine
Sloan & David Greenspan
Hardcastle Trading AG
The Sylvain and Marjorie Heumann 
   Family Foundation
Annie & Ben Huneke
Johnson Family Foundation
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Katie Hazelwood & Todd Kaplan
Wendy & Scott Kleinman
Melissa Berman & Richard Klotz
Rebecca Shaghalian & John Larkin
Stephen & May Cavin Leeman Foundation
George Loening
Joella & John Lykouretzos
News Corporation Foundation
Tracy L. Nixon
Dara Rosenbaum
Société Générale
Eileen & Matthew Spiro
Wooden Nickel Foundation
Yearley Family Foundation
Zegar Family Foundation

$5,000-9,999
Anonymous
Jill & Peter Borst
Susan Breyer
Mr. & Mrs. Russell L. Carson
Catherine Clarkin
Alison & David Cody
Shelley & Steven Einhorn
Kim S. Fennebresque
GE Capital Americas
Phyllis Weaver & Gary Gerstein
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Hearst Foundation
Kari Nadeau & Paul Jackson
Shirley Stamen Jaffe & Stuart Jaffe
Sonia Jones & Paul Tudor Jones
Erica & Michael Karsch
Karen & Kevin Kennedy
Jennifer & Marc Lipschultz
Lone Pine Foundation
Meshnick Charitable Family Foundation
The Olson Foundation

Kate Merker & Danielle Passno
Mr. & Mrs. Roger B. Plank
Jackie Mahal & Benjamin Segal
Barbara Blywise and Joni & Shelly Steier
Jenny & Aaron Stone
TD Ameritrade
Maggie & Amor Towles

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (2)
Louis & Anne Abrons Foundation
Ashley & George Aitken-Davies
Cecilia & Sundeep Amrute
Rochelle Bachenheimer
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Irene Bareau
Emmanuel Bello
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Bing
The Birkelund Fund
Myron Bloom
Donya & Scott Bommer
Jake Brenner
Ellanor Brizendine
Ricki Fulman & Richard Burgheim
Elizabeth & Dick Cashin
Nancy Donahoe & Jon Cohen
Leslie Swain & Bert Deixler
Roberta & Steven Denning
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
Lauren & Brandon Duke
Wendy & Douglas Eisenberg
Erin Esparza
Gina Browne & Lee Feldman
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Carla Skodinski & Michael Fieldman
John Fitzgerald
Blake & Andrew Foote
Leslie & Douglas Gallager
Sampson Glassman
Yonina & Eric Gomberg
Marcie & Laurence Gottlieb
Patricia & Benjamin Grad
Vicki & Michael Gross
Talia Hall
Hank Englebardt Donor Advised Fund of the  
   Endowment Foundation of the Jewish 
   Federation of Northern New Jersey
Anne & John Hazelwood
Paula Heller
Alicia & Leon Henderson
Bob Hillman
Stacey Reiss & Ross Intelisano
Gaurav Joshi*

Philip & Masako Togo Kasloff Foundation
Sally Kleberg
Stephen Koch
Kendall & Kristopher Koka
Ram Koppaka
Sarah Korda Fund
Elizabeth Kovacs
Amy Minnick & Roy Lapidus
Kitty Hawks & Lawrence Lederman
Frances Lim
Gail & Pierre Maman
Marc A. Somberg Memorial Foundation
Gina & Brian Marshall
Hannah Trooboff McCollum & Brian McCollum
Lilly Tuttle & David McNellis
Claudia Menezes
Beth & Matt Mezvinsky
Steve Michaels
Claire Milonas
Christian Montoya*
Elizabeth & Gregory Myers
Patti Massman Neuwirth & Peter Neuwirth
NFP Corporate Service
John Nickoll
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Erika Weinberg & Matthew Nord
Gerald Ouderkirk
Karen Outlaw
Sophia & Gabriel Ovanessian
Mukunthan Panchalingam
Christine & Rodman Patton
Richard G. Phillips
Kimberly-Lyn Pressman
R. F. Reveley Construction
Jeffrey Radtke
Rebecca Ramsey
Gabby Breslow & Nick Rankin
Reed Rayman
Marc Reider
Daniel Roach
Teresa Romanek & David Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Royce
Audra & Mitchell Rubin
Juan Sabater
Satya Foundation
Kathy Schoonmaker
Dominique Schulte & Darren Seirer
Tracy & Eric Semler
Talbott & Carter Simonds
J. Scott Sinclair
Li-Wen Lee & Eelco Slagter
Kristi & William Smith
Lynn D. Sorensen 17
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$1,000-$4,999 Continued 
Amy Waldman & Alex Star
Rachel & Gary Sumers
Ann & Wellford Tabor
Meghan Mackay & Allen Thorpe
TowerBrook Foundation
The Ross E. Traphagen, Jr. Foundation
Heather & Brett Tucker
Verizon Foundation 
Dorie & William H. Walton, III
Valerie Rockefeller Wayne & 
   Steven Wayne
Frederick Wertheim
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Wien
Amy & Evan Wildstein
Michelle Zager
Lindsay & Jordan Zaken

$500-$999
Albert Einstein College of Medicine   
   World Cup Soccer Tournament
Sally Maca & Alex Alimanestianu
Mitchell A. Bacharach
Asher Bernstein
Vikki & James Black, III
Joan & George Blednick
Frederick M. Bohen
Shari & Adam Brooks
Peter & Jill Brown
Doug Cannaliato
Lucy Cherkasets
Clarity Media Group
Suzanne Moller & Mark Colodny
Elizabeth Cunningham
Ravenel Curry
Su Wang & Igor Dikiy*
Claudia & Michael Falzarano
Xiaowang Liu & Wenquan Feng
Evelyn A. Flory
Jennifer Freedman
Ellen & Paolo Giusti
Charles Guthrie
Carolyn Langelier & Christian Halabi
Erica & Eli Halliwell
Rhoda & Stuart Holzer
Jimmy Huang
iStar Financial
JPMorgan Chase Foundation 
   Matching Gifts
Susan & Robert Koweek
Charles Kwalwasser
The Kwalwasser Family Foundation
Sarah Lassar
Nicole Rodriguez Leach
Clare Whitecross & Michele Libraro
Cynthia & Daniel Lief
Lisa & Kenneth Louie
Lindsay & Stanton McCullough
Katie Michel
Patty & Marc Myers

Allison & David Niles
Jennifer & Paul Oppold
Philip Holzer & Associates
Phyllis & Elliot Prager
Max Ramberg
Robina & John Riccitiello
Charles Rockefeller
Alyssa Rower
Therese K. & William Sheridan
Elizabeth & John Siegel
Robert & Anita Silverstein 
   Family Foundation
Sara & Greg Smirin
Lene Dehli & Ken Snell
Lisa & Gavin Steinberg
Stuart Family Foundation
Sumitomo Trust & Banking Co. 
Gladys Thomas
Alecia Wesner
Westprint
Douglas Yagilowich
Yahoo Matching Gifts
Joshua Yoselevsky
ZogSports
Monica Keany & Dan Zwirn

$499 & Below
Dilan Abdah
Edie & Elvin Abels
Sara Spiro Abramson & Brett Abramson
Lesly Afranie*
Moriah & Eric Agovino
Rhebe & Robert Aguado
Camille Akeju
Roozbeh Akhtari*
Anik Akhund*
American Express Company Employee    
   Giving Program
Chintan Amin
Nana Amoh*
Emmy Lou Armstrong
Jan Asshauer
Nina Austin*
Andriana Azarias
Farah Brelvi & William David Ball
Anne Tobe Epstein & Joel Barad
Claudia Barber
Kenneth H. Barton
KayCee Bauer*
Lauren Benjamin*
Carvel Bethune
Zoe Bethune*
Marta Billeci
Mark Blackman
Ralph Blessing
Joanne Blum
Michael Blumstein
The Boeing Company
Mark Bohm
Kimberley & David Brody

Arlene & Eric Burgess
Marlene & David Capell
Simeng Sun* & Stuart Carter
Lowell Chapnick
Christine & Jeremy Chase
Weili Dai & Dong Cheung
Chiang Management & Consulting
Sarah Choi*
Naoreen Chowdhury
Tarif Chowdhury*
Elna Clevenger
Katharine Cobb
Danya Contreras*
Scott Cooke
Luciano Coster*
Andy Cummins
Jill Davidson
Barbara & Gil Dembo
Wendy Dembo
Kelsey Diao
Jimmy Doan*
Nancy Dudley-Smith
Stephanie & Adam Dumey
Juan Dumey
Morgan Porzio & John Dumey
Lissette Duran*
Gregory Duverge*
Esther & Craig Dyer
Jackie Dyer
Sally & Bob Edgar
Amy & Erik Egtvet
Tasnim Elboute*
Tasha Elsbach
Blair & Jack Enders
Sharon & Stephen Engler
Caty James Everett & Charles Everett
Elizabeth Pratt & John Faubert
Lisa Field*
James Floyd
Bertha Fox
Jonathan Franchell
Claus Frank
Allyson Walker Franklin 
   & Samantha Franklin
Elizabeth George
Stephanie George
Heather & Andrew Georges
Cara Gerstle
Patricia & James Giller
Steven Glenn*
Victoria Goddard
Godshalk Family Foundation
Nina Goldsmith
GoodSearch
Lucienne & Crispin Green
Rashidah Green*
Gina Lucas & Charles Guerrero
Andrea Godbout & John Gulla
James Ha*
Jennifer Ha*

James Halston
Julie Anne & Mark Hennessy
German Hernandez*
Christian Hidalgo*
Philip Hoffhines
Jenilssa Holguin*
Mariano Honrado*
Lillian Hsu*
Edward Hu
Cynthia & Gregory Hudson
Rosalie & Dan Huntington
Sheila & Richard Hutman
Eva Islam*
Jordana Lewis Jaffe & Mark Jaffe
Evelyn & Robert Jaffe
Rachel Jarrett
Fawn Jiang*
Portia Jones*
Sharon Jones
Dianne & Thomas Jones
Arlene & Robert Kagan
Linda & Bob Kahn
Mahir Karim*
The Jane & Robert Katz Foundation
Kathy & Jerome Kauff
Mary Kelly
Kihara & Caitlin Kiarie
Brooke & Chris Kienle
Catharine Hill & Kent Kildahl
J.B. Kiley
Cathy He* & James Kim
Jean Bae & Gregg Kissel
Kleinfeld Bridal Corp.
Cynthia Kolodny
Angela Robinson & Alex Kondracke
Julie & Reuben Kopel
Richard Kray
Meredith Paige Kroot & Jason Kroot
Sun Hee Kwak
Florence Kwao-vovo
Todd Kwao-vovo*
Lakewood Capital Management
Honver Lam*
Belle Landa
Suzy Landa
Francine & John Lasker
Leveille Family
Valerie Leveille*
Jeremy Levine
Sheila & Daniel Levy
Branden Lewis-Howell*
Lindsay & Jacob Lief
Ya Sheng Lin*
Ruth Linnick
Judith & Steven Logan
Sarah Prager & Eric Magnusun
Rachel Mak*
Amy & Edward Man
Kate Mandel
Kevon Manners*

Cordelia Manning
Barbara & Richard Marsh
Liz Cole & Christian Martin
Abigail & John Martin
Jeff & Jennifer McCollum
Sophie & Patrick McCourty
Scott McCulloch
Ann McGowan
Nan & George McVey
Jia Ying Mei*
Julie Mente
Eric Meren
Joan Lonergan & John Merrow
Christine & Peter Milano
Marissa Miller
Andrea Mintz
Wendy Edwards & Jerry Mischak
Nikhil Mittal
Valerie & Stuart Mogul
Joana Mondal*
Perla Montas*
Pamela & Rodney Morgan
Janet & Gary Mountcastle
Paul Mule
Janice Murabayashi
Yuliya Mykhaylovska*
Phoebe Taubman & Craig Nerenberg
Network For Good
My Khanh Ngo*
Mary Ellen & Howard Nusbaum
Pam & Jerry Offsay
Beth E. Onofry
Mirianny Ortiz*
Genevieve Outlaw
Jeffrey Park*
Agatha Patterson*
Elizabeth Patterson*
Ashye Peyrovi
Kelly & Jacques Pierre
Cheryl Agris & Richard Pine
PNC Foundation Matching Gift Program
Jackie & Jody Porzio
Shane Potts*
Katherine Prager
The Prudential Foundation 
   Matching Gifts
Kristin Ramcharan*
Ahmad Rana*
Jacquelyn Ray
Tajh Restrepo*
Grace Reyes*
Frank Ribando, II
Hilke & Dick Richards
Alberta & Kevin Rickard
Nancy & George Rieger
Armando Riesco
Angel Rodriguez
Yomalis Rosario*
Joshua Rosas*
Carol & Bruce Rosenbaum
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Whitney Rosenson
Beverly & Melvin Rosenthal
Alexandra Rothman
Andrew Saland 
Lewis Salas*
Shirley Kwok & Arthur Samuels
Romary Santana*
Paul Sargen
Chelyncia & Tim Schoonmaker
Laurisa & Porter Schutt, III
Maggie & Greg Schwed
Valerie & Ted Schweitzer
Lisa Scott*
Christina Seda*
Dewahar Senthoor*
Megan & Peter Shakow
Kerith Aronow & Saul Shapiro
Radhika Shroff
Sara & Daniel Shulman
Marsha & John Shyer
Cynthia Situ*
Halcy Bohen & Gerry Slater
Terry & George Smith
Ellen Schwartz & Edward Spiro
Pooh & Bill Steele
Anne Stewart
Joe Stivaletti
Corky & Mike Stoller
Melissa Stoller
Aaron Strauss
Student Association at 
   SUNY Binghamton
Dyese Taylor*
Angelica Cesario* & Cynthia Thaler*
Richard Thomson
Time Warner Employee 
   Volunteer Grants Program
Rosleny Ubinas
United Way
Alex Van Hoek
Felicia & Joel Vargas
Yasmin Vera*
Xuan Nguyen & Bang Vu
Mary Vu
Thai Vu*
Marilyn & Donald Waldman
Carol & Thomas Waldman
Tiffany Wang*
Bradley Weekes*
Marjorie Cooke-Weekes & Simon Weekes
Rena Wellman
Hope Wen*
Hong Lu & Shan Wen
Carol Weston
James White
Douglas Williams
Dr. & Mrs. H. Richard Winn
Mindy Wong*
Joy & William Wong
Kevin Wu*

Steven Xu*
Ivan Yeung*
Lisa Young
Patience & Ramon Zambrano
Fang Fang & Wuxin Zheng
Beverly Zuckerman
Sandra Zweig

*TEAK Alumni

A true artist not only brings beauty and light to the world, she permanently changes the way we see and appreciate the world around us.

I cannot think of any other artists who have done as much for the TEAK community as Barbara and George Kovacs. I still recall the day over 13 
years ago when they brought me, along with other members of the Class of 2006, to our first Broadway play, The Crucible. We were just kids, 
unversed in the language of the fine arts, suddenly exposed to the best of New York culture. In organizing and supporting Culture At TEAK on 
Saturdays (CATS), Barbara and George did more than bring us to a few shows; they launched us into a world of theater, music and dance, a world 
that, as self-made artists, they themselves cherished. It was more than about the performances; CATS was about building a community and a 
tradition. It created a new, exhilarating space for Fellows to explore and talk about the beauty we witnessed on stage with two mentors who so 
obviously took pleasure in showing us this world.

I will always remember the 2002 CATS trip to see Les Mis, which was and remains one of my favorite Broadway musicals. I could barely contain my 
enthusiasm, eagerly recounting plotlines and lyrics to everyone around me—much to the amusement of Barbara who both teased and encouraged 
me throughout the evening. Four years later, after my graduation from high school and TEAK, she sent me the following message:

Art was obviously their passion, but their legacy is so much more. It lives in those of us who still laugh and cry from memories of the shows we’ve 
seen, who still seek out music and theater, and who still see the world with a bit more color on account of their generosity.

Thank you, Barbara and George, for being a part of our lives, for being an inspiration—for being true mentors to us all.
- My Khanh Ngo, TEAK Class of 2006

Someday you will find out, when you are a septuagenarian,
how much fun it is to be around young people.
The TEAK bright, empathetic teenagers are inspiring.
The word "inspire" also means to breathe in air,
and we know how much George's lungs need to inspire.
You especially, My Khanh, ARE A WINNER.
I spotted you @ one of your first CATS performance, 
telling Priscilla Bustamente the story of Les Miserables.
You had read the book when you were twelve. WOW.
So thank you too, for being part of our lives.
FLY HIGH @ YALE. Love from your old person friend @ TEAK.

IN MEMORY OF BARBARA & GEORGE KOVACS
Barbara Kovacs [1931 - 2014] | George Kovacs [1926 - 2007] 
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15TH ANNIVERSARY IN-KIND GIFTS
Irene Bareau
Claudia Blanco ‘18
Cipriani Wall Street
Craig Paulson Photography
Antonella Dominguez ‘14
Bianca Gomez
Cole Haan
Sally Horchow
John Hardy Jewelry
Larry Lederman
Ya Sheng Lin ‘13
Lovesac
Ouidad 
Patrick Melville Salon
Nathaniel Rehm-Daly ‘12
Peter Thomas Roth
Satya Jewelry
Beth Steinberg
Dechan Thurman 
Jonathan Tisch        
Gerard Yosca
Zameer Kassam Jewelry

APPLICATION FEE WAIVERS
Financial Aid Independent Review
School & Student Services by NAIS
Secondary Schools Admission Test Board
TADS

CONSULTING SERVICES
Scott Cooke, GCK Partners
Frank Famiglietti
Kathy Schoonmaker

DESIGN, PRINTING & PHOTOGRAPHY
A.J. Rodrigues Group
Tom Andre
Billy Farrell Agency
Craig Paulson
Heather Perlman
Philip Holzer & Associates
RR Donnelley

EVENT & PROGRAMMING SPACE
Cipriani 42nd Street
Blair Enders
The Hewitt School
New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious   
   Society of Friends
The Nightingale-Bamford School
Packer Collegiate Institute
Parkchester Library, New York Public Library
Saint Ann’s School
Time Warner Center
Trevor Day School

FIELD TRIPS & GUEST SPEAKERS
Back to School Night, featuring Robert S. Kaplan
John Berglund, Salvation Army
Roxanne Booth, Sam Burt Houses
Jake Brenner

Cents Ability
Citi: Sergio Bedoya, Craig Fisher, & Doney Ochoa  
Alexis Conte, Old Sturbridge Village
DéLana R.A. Dameron
Kristen Decina
Education & Grit Summits, hosted by Kohlberg  
   Kravis Roberts & Co.
Paul Friedman, New York Public Library
Leslie Gallager
Brandon Gardner & The Upright Citizens Brigade
Goldman, Sachs & Co., hosted by Anne Brennan
Walter Grandberry
Curtis Caesar John
Phil Kaiser
Jennifer Kaufman
Bonnie Englebardt Lautenberg
Joe Lemire
Richard Mandelbaum
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, hosted by 
   Sherene Crawford
Hector Marcel
Andie Martinez
The Mentoring Project, Bruce Beckwith 
   and Jeff Elgart
Metropolitan Museum of Art
MoMa, hosted by Apollo Global Management
Alexis Neophytides
New York Stock Exchange, hosted by 
   Apollo Global Management
Old Sturbridge Village, hosted by 
   Robert W. Reeder, III
Prevention Assistance & Temporary Housing Office
Allison Raaum, Brooklyn Community Services
Alejandro Rodriguez
Andre Segura, ACLU
Shake Hands, hosted by Caryn Seidman Becker 
   & Marc Becker
TEAK Tips, hosted by Phyllis Weaver
Valley Lodge Shelter

LEGAL SERVICES
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

INTERNSHIP HOSTS & JOB BANK
A&E Real Estate Holdings
American Museum of Natural History
Apollo Global Management
Association to Benefit Children, Echo Park 
   & Cassidy’s Place
Capco
The Carter Burden Center for the Aging
Deutsche Bank
The GO Project
Gowanus Canal Conservancy
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
Kleinfeld Bridal
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office
Massey Knakal
National Minority Business Council
NYC Department of Homeless Services
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Plough Penny Partners
Preschool of Rock
Rosenbaum & Taylor, P.C.
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Société Générale Corporate & Investment Banking
S&P Capital IQ
TD Ameritrade
The 40/40 Club
The TEAK Fellowship
Viacom Media
William J. Clinton Foundation

PRODUCTION & VIDEOGRAPHY  
Paul Doust
Sarah Frank
Joel Froome
Craig Holzer
Lysette Home
Joud Kashgari
Alex Murawski
Alexis Neophytides
Josh Rathmell
Trina Rodriguez 

SCHOOL HOSTS & SPEAKERS
Amherst College, Dale Hendricks
Bates College, Jared Rivers
Bowdoin College, Taylor McCormack
Brown University, Rebecca Starr
Brandeis University, Jennifer Walker
Claremont-McKenna College, Brandon Gonzalez
Clark University, Tristan Deveney
Colgate University, Lamont Fields
Columbia University, Javier Plasencia & 
   Alec Milton
Cornell University, Marina Wencelblat Fried & 
   A.T. Miller
Dartmouth College, Isabel Bober, Jamie Monzo &  
   Carrie Rosenblum
Davidson College, Darren Morgan
Dickinson College, Alan Paynter
Franklin & Marshall College, Julie Kerich 
   & Daniel Lugo
Gettysburg College, Darryl Jones
Hamilton College, Phyllis Breland
Johns Hopkins University, Bryan Nance
Kenyon College, Darryl Uy
Lawrenceville School, Vicky Martinez
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Quinton 
   McArthur
New York University, Chrystal Artis 
   & Shawn Abbott
Princeton University, Christina Fulton 
   & Donielle W. Couture 
Reed College, Crockett Marr
Rice University, Brandon Mack
Swarthmore College, David Thompson, Jr.
Trinity College, Anthony Berry & Mary Dumas
Trinity School, Hannah Trooboff McCollum 
Tufts University, Susan Garrity Ardizzoni
Union College, Ann Fleming-Brown

2013 In-Kind Gifts 
& Special Thanks



University of Massachusetts,    
   Kevin Kelly
Villanova University, Ryan Jannos
Union College, Ann Flem-
   ing-Brown & Aaron Ray
University of Chicago, Evan
   Cudworth
University of Pennsylvania, Maris-
   sa Meyers & Mark Maas
Wellesley College, Victoria George
Wesleyan University, Cliff Thorn-  
   ton & Kora Shin
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
   Jenna Noel-Grinshteyn
Yale University, Patricia Wei

SPORTS & EVENT TICKETS
Frank Ribando, II
Thomas Ribando

STUDENT RESOURCES & 
SERVICES
Vijay Agravat
Justine Stamen Arrillaga & John  
   Arrillaga, Jr.
Rochelle Bachenheimer
Bingham McCutchen LLP
High Water Women Foundation
Mark Howell
Leah Kramnick & Teen Talk     
   Center at the Training Institute  
   for Mental Health
Clare Whitecross

SUMMER ENRICHMENT
Brown Pre-College Program
Davidson College July Experience
The Experiment in International   
   Living
Kenyon College Young Writers 
   Program
National Outdoor Leadership 
   School
Outward Bound Wilderness 
   School
Oxbridge Academic Programs
Project U.S.E.
Rockefeller University Summer  
   Science

TEAK MENTORS
Karan Ahooja
Chintan Amin
Nora Ammar
Wanda Arocho
George Bahamondes
Jimmy Barnes
Allison Baum
Marta Bilicci
Stella Binkevich
Jill Borst

Jake Brenner
Peter Brown
Graham Browne
Jessica Carballo
Jessica Carney
Antonio Castro
Angelica Cesario ‘04
Michelle Chan
Tan Chan
Sabrina Chaudhury
Siena Chiang
Margarita Connors
Brad Coppens
Carl Cullichia
Grace Dann
Jill Davidson
Suneetha Desiraju
Chuck Divak
Clifford Dukes
Lissette Duran ’05
Lawrence Elbaum
Cal Escue
Misha Esipov
Erin Esparza
Patricia Favreau
Theodora Fleurant ’07
Joy Friedman
Alex Fulton
Sam Glassman
Liz Gough
Ben Grad
Nicholas Gray
Charles Greenwald
Charlie Guthrie
Talia Hall
Jenna Halvey
Steve Hardin
Jacqueline Hayot
Alina Hooper
Samantha Hope
Karen Hui
Susan Huang
Anne Huneke
Neha Jain
Ramon Javier
Gaurav Joshi ’04
Scott Kenworthy
Stephen Koch
Kristopher Koka
Ram Koppaka
Eileen Kotecki
Nita Kothari
Beth Krakower
Carol Krakowski
Joshua Lampf
Heather Lasher
Kristen Lee
Anthony Leung
Lauren Lightman
Melissa Lopez-Maldonado

Mark Maas
Maxwell Mancuso
Deshaun Mars
Richard Marsh
Michael Martin
Rachel Martin
Hannah Trooboff McCollum
Kari McMinn
Neil Mehta
Jia Ying Mei ’06
Claudia Mendez
Jason Mercado
Eric Meren
Matt Mezvinsky
Matthew Michelini
Christian Montoya ’05
Courtney Morgan
Cher Morris ‘06
Christine Muhlke
Aditi Nayak
Karim Nelson
Araceli Noriega
Allan Novohatski
Kaitlin O’Brien
Jennifer Oppold
Paul Oppold
Carol Origenes
Brian Osias
Pinar Ozgu
Agatha Patterson ‘05
Elizabeth Pederson
Caroline Peterson
Todd Pierce
Jacques Pierre
Saranna Posmantier
Ahsan Rahim
Shawn Ralph
Neil Rasmus
Reed Rayman
Angel Rodriguez
Robyn Roman
Andres Rosario
Dara Rosenbaum
Michael Rothman
Michael Rueda
Stephen Russell
Alexandra Santana
Chris Schiavetta
Oliver Schwaner-Albright
Joshua Seftel
Sara Shulman
Nazia Siddiqi
Andreina Simet
Sydney Smith
Aaron Sobel
Matthew Spiro
Beth Steinberg
Rachel Sumers
Seandor Szeles
Irum Taqi

Tom Taylor
Richard Thomson
Trang To
Ralph Vacca
Alex Van Hoek
Dwight Vidale
Meredith Walker
Margaret Wang
Alicia Wesner
Toye Wigley
Andrea Wolcott
Katie Wu
Melissa Wu
Chris Yetter
Robert Zain
Tyler Zara
Nick Zylik

VOLUNTEERS
Shawn Abraham
Samihah Ahmed ‘11
Karan Ahooja
Kristie Anzalone
Shea Bastedo
Lindsay Bender
Michael Bernstein
Bomsi Billimoria
Jake Brenner
Karen Campos
Mike Carfagna
Angelica Cesario ’04
Valinda Chan
Lennie Chau ‘07
Lucy Cherkasets
Tarif Chowdhury ’06
Erin Christie
Webster Chua
Kelene Chung ‘11
Varina Clark ‘08
Danya Contreras ‘09
Kristina Coppolino	
Caitlin Corr
Luciano Coster ‘07
April Covington ’07
Katherine David
Rich Dellolio 
Stella Dorio
Elaine Du
Lissette Duran ’05
Tobe Epstein
Cal Escue
Lynda Feld
Nicholas Robertson Forge
Zeleyka Fowler
Aloys Garnier-de-Kermerchou
Sampson Glassman
Katerina Gogos ‘10
Eon Goldson ’09
Rashidah Green ’04
Laura Guma

Lisa Halustick
Jenilssa Holguin ’09
Hicham Jaidi 
Arielle James ‘10
Michelle Jeon
Shayna Joson 
Jane Kang
Katherine Kern
Rick Klotz
Jamie Kopsachilis 
Rob Koyfman
Heather Lasher
Sarah Lassar
Stephanie Le Blevennec
Estelle Lecreux 
Steven Lee
Julia Lees-Cobb
Jamie Lewis
Kia Lindsay
Angela Lively
Dana Lord
Dan Maas
Mark Maas
Tracy Marhal
Chaimaa Makoudi
Kara Margolis
Shayla Mars
Anu Mathur
Aaron May
Ken McDermott 
Jia Ying Mei ’06
Eliza Messinger
Metropolis Ensemble: 
   Brad Balliet, Doug Balliet,    
   Claire Bryant, Andrew Cyr &  
   Luke Rinderknecht
Christian Montoya ‘05
Deidre Moran

Freya Motafram
Hadrien Moulinier 
Ernest Nino-Murcia
Araceli Noriega
Agatha Patterson ‘05
Elizabeth Patterson ‘05
Linnea Perelli-Minetti
Mark Podval 
Ahsan Rahim
Reed Rayman
Alex Rico ‘07
Yomalis Rosario ‘11
Alan Rosenstein
Tom Roth 
Tony Sardinas
Lisa Scott ‘12
Ashlie Sewdass ‘08
Kelly Shannon
Maureen Sheridan
Nicole Sivel
Laura Skwarek
Dan Spinello
Matthew Spiro
Jeff Stammen
Jennifer Stammen
Beth Steinberg
Louise Taylor
Kate Torpey
Jackie Valentine
Kristina Tucker
Yasmin Vera ‘09
Mayia Warren	
Chelsea Williams
Eric Wilson ‘11
Rich Wolff 
Anna Wright
Ivan Yeung ‘08

Thank you Craig Paulson for much of the photography throughout this 
Annual Report
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION
Checks can be made payable to The TEAK Fellowship.

Credit card donations may be made online at: 
www.teakfellowship.org/donate

Gifts of stock can be made through Morgan Stanley Smith Bar-
ney. Please call (212) 288-6678 x6 for details.

TEAK is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code.  TEAK’s tax identification number 
is 13-4011465.  Your contributions are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law.  

Ask your company if it has a matching program so that your gifts 
can go twice as far.

Contact Lynn Sorensen for assistance at (212) 288-6678 x6 or 
lsorensen@teakfellowship.org

TEAK earned a 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator, the evaluation site’s highest 
ranking for financial management

SUPPORT & REVENUE IN 2013

15th Anniversary Benefit $1,032,084
Individuals $759,467
Foundations $648,900
Interest & Dividends $539,325
Corporations $239,111
In-Kind Contributions $33,554

HOW IS YOUR CONTRIBUTION ALLOCATED?

84% Program Services
8% Administrative & General
8% Fundraising

SCAN THE 
CODE TO 

DONATE TO 
TEAK

Totaling $3,252,441



HIRE       
Summer internships help TEAK students 
and Alumni hone skills, gain experience 
and forge professional contacts while earn-
ing money that will assist them during the 
academic year. Supervisors are consistently 
impressed by TEAK students’ maturity and 
professionalism, making it a positive expe-
rience for all involved.

To help with professional advancement or 
learn more, please contact:
Vanessa Greer 
(212) 288-6678 x120
vgreer@teakfellowship.org

VOLUNTEER                                     
Help us help our students! Throughout the 
year, volunteers assist TEAK students with 
their academic and professional develop-
ment by sharing keen insights on every-
thing from campus culture to interviewing 
best practices. 

To learn more about volunteer opportuni-
ties, please contact:
Robin Hazelwood 
(212) 288-6678 x133
rhazelwood@teakfellowship.org

MENTOR                                         
Our popular Mentor Program connects each 
7th grade student with a volunteer adult 
Mentor who serves as a positive role mod-
el, advocate, and friend for the duration of 
their time at TEAK—a five year commit-
ment that can leave a lasting impression.

Our Professional Mentorship Program attracts 
volunteers who are willing to occasionally 
share their experiences with Alumni inter-
ested in pursuing a similar career path.

To learn more about our Mentorship Pro-
grams, please contact:
Vanessa Greer
(212) 288-6678 x120
vgreer@teakfellowship.org

ENGAGE
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DISTINGUISHED DONOR RECOGNITION 
Special thanks to the following partners who 
have contributed gifts of cumulative significance 
over the last sixteen years. TEAK is honored by 
your amazing support. Thank you !

1 9 9 8 
– 

2 0 1 3
PIONEERS 
Anonymous
The Altman Foundation
The Arrillaga Family
Anne & Mark Brennan
The Clark Foundation
Gerstner Family Foundation
Goldman Sachs Gives
The Charles Hayden Foundation
The Heckscher Foundation for Children
James M. Johnson
Mary & Jesse Johnson
Johnson Family Foundation
Robert S. Kaplan
Lone Pine Foundation
The Pinkerton Foundation
Josie & Julian H. Robertson, Jr.
Sarah & Spencer Robertson
Robertson Foundation
Select Equity Group Foundation
Société Générale Corporate & 
   Investment Banking
The Starr Foundation
Tudor Foundation

CHAMPIONS 
Alexander Family
Ally Financial
Caryn Seidman Becker & Marc Becker
Jasanna & John Britton
The Catalog for Giving
CIBC World Markets Corp.
Citi Foundation
Cowen & Company
Vicki & David Craver
Mary & Patrick Duff / LFH Foundation
Kim S. Fennebresque
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Jill & James Haber

Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley 
   Charitable Trust
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
The Esther A. & Joseph Klingenstein Fund
Barbara & George Kovacs
Stephen & May Cavin Leeman Foundation
Lehman Brothers Foundation
Louise Marshall Charitable Remainder Trust
The MCJ Amelior Foundation
The McKinzie Family
Laura & Henry H. McVey
Tracy L. Nixon
Jill & Brian Olson
Jane & David Ott
Lorraine & Robert W. Reeder, III
The Pumpkin Foundation / Carol & Joseph Reich
Ingeborg & Ira Leon Rennert
Helena Rubinstein Foundation
The Richard Salomon Family Foundation
Alyssa & Marco Tablada
Tiger Foundation
Time Warner
Tamara & D. Randall Winn
Yearley Family Foundation
Zurich Financial Services

PARTNERS
Anonymous
Ambac Assurance Corporation
Apache Corporation
Catherine & Joseph Aresty Foundation
Frederick M. Bohen
Laurel & Howard Borowick
Colleen Foster & Chris Canavan
Costas Family Foundation
Joseph Drown Foundation
The Martin I. & Pauline G. Elkin 
   Charitable Trust

Sarah Snyder & Daniel Fine
General Atlantic
Justin Gmelich
Cindy & Evan Goldberg
Greentree Foundation
Hardcastle Trading
The Sylvain and Marjorie Heumann 
   Family Foundation
High Water Women Foundation
Shirley Stamen Jaffe & Stuart Jaffe
Thomas L. Kempner, Jr. Fund
Melissa Berman & Richard Klotz
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. 
Shelly & Christopher Lanning
Amy Minnick & Roy Lapidus
News Corporation Foundation
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Fred Segal and Family
Lesley & Thomas Slatkin
SMBC Global Foundation
Societe Generale Corporate Foundation 
   for Solidarity
Barbara Blywise and Joan & Sheldon Steier
Trani Family Foundation
The John S. & Amy S. Weinberg Foundation

LEADERS
Anonymous (2)
Apollo Global Management
Arience Capital
John Birkelund
Susan & Robert Bishop
Susan Breyer
Pat & Gil Caffray
Emily & Christopher Carrera
Mr. & Mrs. Russell L. Carson
Lisa & Chris Casciato
The Corcoran Group
Thomas Cornacchia

Credit Suisse Americas Foundation
Lynn & William A. Douglass, III
Jackie Dyer
G. Steven Farris
Irving Feintech
Kenneth Fox
Sloan & David Greenspan
Kristina & Dallas Hartman
Charlene Wang & David S. Howe
Kimberly & Paul Huchro
The Humanitas Foundation
Annie & Ben Huneke
The Robert J. Hurst Foundation
Jaquish & Kenninger Foundation
K2 Advisors
K.E.D.S. Foundation
Jelena Gmitrovic & Russell Ian Kling
Marie-Josee & Henry R. Kravis Foundation
KTR Fund
Albert Kunstadter Family Foundation
Joella & John Lykouretzos
McInerney Family Foundation
Mercury Foundation
Newman’s Own Foundation
The Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Sarah Min & Matthew Pincus
Raymond Plank
Sara Recktenwald
Hilary & Peter Richards
Susan & David Saunders
William H Scheide
Yoshiko & Tim Schilt
Daniel Shuchman
Babette Sobel
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The Tomorrow Foundation
Elizabeth Hilpman & Byron Tucker
Valerie Rockefeller Wayne & Steven Wayne
Yahoo! Employee Foundation



ANNE BRENNAN (Co-Chair)
Managing Director, Head of Investment 
Grade Credit Sales
Goldman, Sachs & Co.

HENRY H. MCVEY (Co-Chair)
Member & Head of Global Macro & 
   Asset Allocation
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.

CHRISTOPHER LANNING (Treasurer)
Managing Director & General Counsel
General Atlantic

ROBERT W. REEDER, III (Secretary)
Partner
Sullivan & Cromwell

MARC BECKER
Senior Partner
Apollo Management

JOHN D. BRITTON
Portfolio Manager & Principal
Select Equity Group

JACKIE DYER
Founder
The Yoga Studio

KIM S. FENNEBRESQUE
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 
(Retired)
Cowen Group, Inc.

ROBERT S. KAPLAN (Founding Board Chair)
Martin Marshall Professor of Management 
Practice in Business Administration & 
Senior Associate Dean for External 
Resources 
Harvard Business School

JOAN Z. LONERGAN
Head of School
Hewitt School

LYNN D. SORENSEN
Executive Director
The TEAK Fellowship

D. RANDALL WINN
Co-Managing Member
Fireside Investments

JUSTINE STAMEN ARRILLAGA
Founder & Chair Emeritus
The TEAK Fellowship 

FOUNDING BOARD
Frederick M. Bohen
Jackie Dyer
Robert S. Kaplan
Tracy L. Nixon
Jill Olson
Robert W. Reeder, III
Justine Stamen Arrillaga
Amy Waldman

JUNIOR BOARD
SARAH LASSAR (Co-Chair)
Select Equity Group

REED RAYMAN (Co-Chair)
Apollo Global Management

KARAN AHOOJA
Eminence Capital

WEBSTER CHUA
Kohlberg, Kravis, Roberts & Co.

LISSETTE DURAN
Columbia Law School / Paul, Weiss, Rif-
kind, Wharton & Garrison

MATTHEW SPIRO
Candlewood Investment Group

BETH STEINBERG
Wesley Capital Management

CONTACT
The TEAK Fellowship
16 West 22nd Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10010

PHONE: (212) 288-6678          
FAX: (212) 288-5058
E-MAIL: info@teakfellowship.org

www.teakfellowship.org
www.facebook.com/TheTEAKFellowship
www.linkedin.com/company/the-teak-fellowship
www.youtube.com/theTEAKFellowship

FULL-TIME STAFF
Andrew Barber – Director of Academic Preparation
abarber@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x113

Daniel Blednick – Director of College Guidance
dblednick@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x112

DéLana Dameron-John – Director of Alumni Programs
ddameron@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x102

Sarah Demers – Associate Director of Admission & Director 
of Summer Institute
sdemers@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x118

James Farris – Assistant Director of High School Programs
jfarris@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x108

Rachel Field Dennis – Director of Placement
rfielddennis@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x105

Vanessa Greer – Director of Professional Advancement
vgreer@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x120

Robin Hazelwood – Assistant Director of Development & 
Communications
rhazelwood@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x133

Rachel Josephs – Director of Middle School Academy
rjosephs@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x110

Brooke Kienle – Special Projects
bkienle@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678

Gina Lucas – Deputy Director
glucas@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x103

Maribel Martinez – Director of Admission
mmartinez@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x104

Beth E. Onofry – Director of High School Programs
bonofy@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x115

Morgan Porzio – Director of Communications & Development
mporzio@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678

Glendys Rodriguez – Office Manager & Executive Assistant
grodriguez@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x109

Lynn D. Sorensen – Executive Director
lsorensen@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x6

Yasmin M. Vera - Development & Communications Associate
yvera@teakfellowship.org - (212) 288-6678 x106

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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The TEAK Fellowship
16 West 22nd Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10010


