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TEAK provides a way for disadvantaged students

By Criscilla Z. Stafford
The: TEAK Fellowship

is -a _free program that

steers academically gifted
students from economi-
cally disadvantaged back-
grounds into fop high
sthools and colléges. With
stholayships and aca-
demic support, TEAK will
work with students for six
vears, starting the sum-
mer after they complete
Tth Grade.

Students in the TEAK
program attend summer,
after-school and weekend

pregrams o maintain.
their place as TEAK “fel-

fows”, Commun:ty Serdice:

and field trips also make
up the life of a TEAK fel-
low.:

There: is assistance in
test preparation. such as
PSAT/SAT prep courses

which fellows can take at

a reducetl financial rate or

free. In the 10 years TEAK

has bee¢n in existence,

several of their students

have ended up at special-
ized high schocls here in
New York: City, private

high ~ schools (Horace
Mann, Packer Collegiate}

and boarding schools on

the Eastern Seaboard
(Phillips Exeter in New

Hampshire).Over 25 per-
cent of TEAK feliows
‘have entered vy League
‘Colleges such as Harvard,

Brown. Dartmouth and
other prestigious insti-

tutes of higher learning.

TEAK was created by
Justine Stamen in 1998

after the death of pne of

her summer students in

an academic program’

she worked with in the
Bronx.

Athough DeWitt White
came from: a disadvan-
taged background, he
knew how to-play classi-
cal piano by ear. At age
15, DeWitt performed at
a recital at Carnegie Hall.
Even with a promising
fuiture, DeWitt was mur-
dered in 1997.

Justine started TEAK so

other disadvantaged stu-
dents would have other

options besides running
the streets or looking for

corporate s
" TEAK has blessomed from

money in illegal trade.

The TEAK Fellowship is-
narmed for Justine's best
friend Teak Dyer, who was
murdered on the eve of
thetr graduation in 1988,

Through' private dona-
tions, fundraisers and
sponisorships

Justine's one woman mis-
sion to a full staff (paid,
mentors: and yolunteeys).
devoted to helping good
students: gain entrance to

-schools regardless of their

lack of income. Tth grad-

-ers who have high grades.

and score highly. on stan-
dardized tests are encour-
aged to hecome a TEAK

fellow.

TEAK holds -several
open houses:a yearwhere
families are encouraged Lo
research TEAK anud undey-
stamd’ the sacrifices stu-
dents have to make to stay
in the pmgram

‘Dvese  {pronounced
DEE-YES-EE) Taylor, a
first genevation American
{her mother is from
Tobago and hey father is
from: Jamaica). Dyese is
one- of the many TEAK
success stories. She:

was in the first group of

‘TEAK fei[cm:s in 1998

After passing the gualify-
ing test to enter TEAE,
Dyese enrolled in their

Summer Institute after

she completed Tth Grade.
She attended The Dalton

School 9 am. to 5 pam.

five days a week for B

weeks, ,
Az a TEAK fellow, Dyese

took accelevated courses

‘in Math, English and

Writing, plus: courses in
band {drumming) and step

(dance) for the summers
.after Tth and 8th grades.

There were field trips.to
financial institutions such
as Geoldman Sachs, -and

visits from guest speakers.
Pyese and olher fellows

were astigned mentors {in
8th grade} who ook active
rolesiin their lives.

Dhwvese also: had prep
classes that helped her to

take the SHST [Specialized

High School Test). Dyese
had excellent scores

and enrotled in Spence

School, an-all givls N.Y.C.

-day school on-a full aca-

demic: scholarship. TEAK

representatives  visil the

fellows who are enrolled

~at boarding: schools and

Continued on page 38



,Byese still had meetings si
a.t TEAK, community ser-

|'sunm1=‘r to learn another
full paid scholarship/sti-

Wﬂh invaluable assis-
mﬂce from TEAK. Dyese
|'was accepted into 10 of
the 11 colleges/universi-
‘ties that she applied for in
2004, The TEAK College
Guidance Department
‘escorts their students on
‘trips: to various colleges/

| Dmtwm&mnn (left of Dyese) looks on.

shares her experiences as Executive

universities  before they

submit their applications.  ress with
. ﬂﬂttrad' |

Dﬁ&e )

: ‘3‘.’4'.13:

meﬂhe is nowa ﬁrxt
‘student in Calumbia

University Medical School,
ngaﬁmfhm it was-
hard giving up my sum-
mer, because you can’t go-
on vacation,” bul added
that 1twaswel:fwnrthmy
sacrifice.”

Dyese had invalpable |

t | of NY.C.

mfu:medm Hym’s prog:

our family
ip mttun ﬂmﬂve _boroughs

_Although its
important ﬁtﬁ! your child
“has good grades it is also
‘important to TEAK that
your child shows commit-
‘ment; enthusiasm and the
will to sacrifice their time
and energy for the TEAK
program,

She is staﬂ fmnés w:th

support from her moth- __ gome. .
er Carol, who made sure postgraduate | £

she attended the -

sions TEAK tequired of o

ses- gp

her daughter and stayed m‘!ﬂﬂﬁ

ﬁ‘:rm:’tor of

Porzio,
-Communications al 212
(288-6678 X107 or email

prg for further informa-
tion on TEAK.

‘Be sure to tell them
that you read about TEAK
in Caribbean Life.
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