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25 YEARS AFTER MURDER 
By SIERRA SHAFER
Staff Writer

I
t should have been a day of celebration for the 
Palisades High Class of ’88, but the tone of the 
day shifted drastically when the body of a well-

loved classmate, Teak Dyer��ZDV�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�ÁRRU�
RI�D�3DOLVDGHV�RIÀFH�DW�ZKDW� LV�QRZ�&KDVH�%DQN��
On the eve of her graduation, the 18-year-old girl 
ZDV�DWWDFNHG�DQG�NLOOHG�E\�D�VWUDQJHU��

The crime garnered national attention for a 
town unaccustomed to such violence, leaving the 
FRPPXQLW\�JULHYLQJ�WKH�ORVV�RI�RQH�RI�LWV�RZQ�

After a graduation party at the Santa Monica 
Pier, friends of the girl said she had been dropped 
RII� DW� D� SDUNLQJ� ORW� DW� ������6XQVHW�%OYG��ZKHUH�
she had left her car, but an investigation was incon-
clusive as to what transpired in the time leading to 
KHU�GHDWK��'\HU·V�ERG\�ZDV�IRXQG�ZLWK�WKUHH�EXO-
OHW�KROHV�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�WRUVR��5RGQH\�*DUPDQLDQ��D�
guard for a local security company, was arrested by 
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��+H�LV�QRZ�VHUYLQJ�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�
SDUROH�IRU�WKH�WHHQDJHU·V�PXUGHU��

)RU�'\HU·V� IULHQGV�DQG� IDPLO\�� WKH�FRQYLFWLRQ�
ZDV� KDUGO\� HQRXJK� WR�PHQG� VXFK� D� GHHS�ZRXQG��
:KLOH� WLPH�ZRXOG� HDVH� VRPH�RI� WKH� SDLQ��'\HU·V�
childhood friend Justine Stamen Arrillaga found 
a way to raise a phoenix from the ashes of a young 
JLUO·V�OLIH��7KH�SDLU�KDG�EHFRPH�IDVW�IULHQGV�RQ�WKH�
ÀUVW�GD\�RI�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�QHZV�RI�KHU�
ROG�IULHQG·V�GHDWK�ZDV�GHYDVWDWLQJ��

“You can’t even imagine being 18 years old 
and hearing this horrible thing has happened to 
\RXU�IULHQG�µ�6WDPHQ�$UULOODJD�VDLG��´,�ZHQW�DZD\�
to college three months after hearing it and I was 
VRUW�RI�LQ�VKRFN�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH��,W�ZDV�DZIXO�µ

,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ� HDV\� WR�JLYH�XS��6KH�KDG�
every reason to feel alienated and alone after en-
GXULQJ�WKH�KRUULÀF�ORVV��EXW����\HDUV�ODWHU�6WDPHQ�
Arrillaga LV�KDUGO\�DORQH��6KH�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�KHU�
family—a family that has grown to include more 
WKDQ�����SHRSOH���

'HWHUPLQHG�WR�KRQRU�WKH�JLUO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�
by her side through childhood, Stamen Arrilla-
JD�IRXQGHG�WKH�7($.�)HOORZVKLS�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��
a mentoring program that helps outstanding 
middle school students from low-income fami-
lies gain admission to and succeed at top high 
VFKRROV�DQG�FROOHJHV���

6KH�SUHVVHG�RQ��WDNLQJ�LW�RQH�GD\�DW�D�WLPH��DQG�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�%URZQ�8QLYHUVLW\��,W�KDG�EHHQ����
\HDUV�VLQFH�'\HU�ZDV�NLOOHG�ZKHQ�6WDPHQ�$UULOODJD�
found herself running an academic program in the 
%URQ[��+HDUWEUHDN�FDPH�DJDLQ�ZKHQ�D� VWXGHQW�RI�
KHUV��'H:LWW�:KLWH��ZDV�PXUGHUHG��7KH� ���\HDU�
old prodigious musician overcame unimaginable 
socioeconomic odds to excel in the arts, master-
LQJ� WKH� SLDQR� EHIRUH� KH�ZDV� VKRW� DQG� NLOOHG� LQ� D�
GUXJ�UHODWHG�LQFLGHQW�

“That was the second terrible tragedy in my life 
and it was then that I decided to start the TEAK 
Fellowship to honor them both,” Stamen Arrillaga 
VDLG�RI�WKH�WZR�\RXQJ�OLYHV�ORVW��´7KLV�LV�D�FODVVLF�
H[DPSOH�RI�PDNLQJ�OHPRQDGH�RXW�RI�OHPRQV��,�KDYH�
so many amazing people in my life because of this 
IHOORZVKLS��1RQH�RI�XV�NQHZ�WKLV�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�EXW�
LW�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�DOO�WKH�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�PDNH�LW�
WKURXJK�D�WUDJHG\�DQG�FRPH�RXW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�µ

:LWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�'\HU·V�PRWKHU�Jackie Dyer 
and her father Rod Dyer, Stamen Arrillaga saw her 
LGHD�WDNH�URRW�DQG�EORVVRP�LQWR�D�OLIH�JLYLQJ�RSSRU-
tunity that has brought healing to the many who felt 
WKH�ORVV�RI�VXFK�D�VSLULWHG�\RXQJ�JLUO��

“I’ve been involved from day one and have 
EHHQ�WKHUH�HYHU\�VWHS�RI�WKH�ZD\�µ�VDLG�-DFNLH�'\HU��
ZKR� VHUYHV� RQ� WKH� %RDUG� RI� 'LUHFWRUV� IURP� KHU�
KRPH� LQ� WKH� 3DOLVDGHV�� ´7KLV� KHOG�PH� WRJHWKHU�� ,�
felt supported by a huge community that shared in 
P\�ORVV��:KDW�EHWWHU�WULEXWH�WR�7HDN�WKDQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
OLYLQJ�DQG�EUHDWKLQJ�µ

A longtime friend and supporter of the TEAK 
Fellowship, Henry McVey remembers when it was 

all just an idea; an ambition of a young woman who 
wanted to give others a future her fallen friends 
ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH���

“They are tragic stories but you can let it fes-
WHU�� RU� \RX� FDQ� WDNH� WKDW� VDGQHVV� DQG� WXUQ� LW� LQWR�
SRVLWLYH�HQHUJ\�µ�0F9H\�VDLG��´,� WKLQN� WLPH�GRHV�
have a way of healing but you can’t replace people 
RU� WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�\RX�KDG�ZLWK� WKHP��:KDW�\RX�
FDQ�GR�LV�KRQRU�WKHP�DQG�,�NQRZ�-XVWLQH�VWLOO�JHWV�
MD]]HG�XS�DERXW�ÀQGLQJ�VXFK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�YHKLFOH�
IRU�KRQRULQJ�WKRVH�WZR�VSHFLDO�LQGLYLGXDOV�µ

The foundation, which also provides leader-

ship training, exposure to the arts and outdoors, 
mentoring and career experience, has secured 
����PLOOLRQ� LQ�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�VLQFH� LWV� IRXQGDWLRQ�
LQ�������(DFK�\HDU�����VWXGHQWV�ZKR�PLJKW�RWK-
erwise suffocate under the weight of their current 
situations are given the resources and support to 
PDNH� JUHDW� VWULGHV� LQ� WKHLU� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WKHLU�
FRPPXQLWLHV�

“These are very fabulous, high-achieving stu-
dents who just happen to be from low- or no-in-
FRPH�EDFNJURXQGV�µ�6WDPHQ�$UULOODJD�VDLG��´%XW�
they are the most able, brilliant, lovely students 

LQ� 1HZ� <RUN��
They are chosen very 
FDUHIXOO\�� RQO\� ��� HDFK� \HDU�� IRU� WKHLU�W D O H Q W ��
I believe they have a lot to give, starting on day 
RQH��DQG�WKH\�DOZD\V�GR�µ�

From day one, TEAK fellows are given one-
on-one tutoring and test prep for the grueling 
admissions exams required by competitive high 
VFKRROV�DQG�ODWHU�FROOHJHV��)HOORZV�OHDUQ�WKH�VNLOOV�
necessary to navigate both the admissions process 
DQG�WKH�GDXQWLQJ�WDVN�RI�VHFXULQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�

Yet for as much as the TEAK students are 
given, Stamen Arrillaga has made sure they learn 
WR�JLYH�EDFN�WRR��$Q�H[WHQVLYH�DPRXQW�RI�WKH�IHO-
ORZV·�WLPH�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�VHUYLFH�ZRUN��7KURXJK�
Public Interest Internships, TEAK fellows have 
SHUIRUPHG��������KRXUV�RI�VHUYLFH��7KH�YROXQWHHU�
SURJUDP� LV� D�NH\� FRPSRQHQW� LQ� WKH� IHOORZVKLS·V�
success and teaching young people to be positive 
LQÁXHQFHV�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��

7R�GDWH��PRUH� WKDQ�����7($.�IHOORZV�KDYH�
been placed in academically exclusive high 
VFKRROV�QDWLRQZLGH�DW�D�����SHUFHQW�VXFFHVV�UDWH��
They go on to attend—and graduate from—the 
top universities in the country, including many in 
WKH�,Y\�/HDJXH��

/LVVHWWH�'XUDQ�LV�RQH�RI�7($.·V�ÀUVW�VXFFHVV�
VWRULHV��'XULQJ�KHU�VHYHQWK�JUDGH�\HDU�VKH�DSSOLHG�
to be part of the second class of fellows and began 
D�MRXUQH\�WKDW�ZRXOG�WHDFK�KHU�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�
of all of life’s opportunities—because there were 
SHRSOH� OLNH� 7HDN� '\HU� DQG� 'H:LWW� :KLWH� ZKR�
QHYHU�FRXOG��'XUDQ�ZLOO�JUDGXDWH�IURP�&ROXPELD�
/DZ�6FKRRO�WKLV�\HDU��

´,�NQRZ�WKDW�LW·V�QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�RI�P\�KDUG�
ZRUN��EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�RI�DOO�RI�WKHVH�
people, the board and the staff, that I am where 
,�DP�WRGD\�µ�'XUDQ�VDLG��´-XVWLQH�DOZD\V�HPSKD-
VL]HG�EHLQJ�DERXW�PRUH�WKDQ�DFDGHPLFV��6KH�HQ-
couraged us to develop a love of music and cul-
WXUH�DQG�DUW��6KH�WDXJKW�XV�DERXW�PDNLQJ�WKH�EHVW�
RXW�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�µ�

Amid music lessons and math tutors, summer 
internships and art classes, the TEAK Fellows and 
their leaders form a bond that more closely resem-
EOHV�D�NLQVKLS�WKDQ�D�IHOORZVKLS���

´7KH�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�WKLQJ�DERXW�7($.��IRU�
me, is the bond I’ve created with the students, the 
VWDII� DQG� WKH�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�µ�'XUDQ� VDLG�� ¶7KH�
board members had these prestigious careers out-
VLGH�RI�7($.�EXW�ZH�NQHZ�WKHP�DV�RXU�DXQWV�DQG�
XQFOHV��,W�UHDOO\�QHYHU�RFFXUUHG�WR�PH�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�
DFWXDO� MREV��7R�XV�� WKH\�ZHUH�SDUW� RI� RXU�7($.�
IDPLO\�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�LW�µ

,W·V�EHHQ�\HDUV�VLQFH�'XUDQ�FRPSOHWHG�KHU�IHO-
lowship with TEAK, but in no way has she sep-
DUDWHG�KHUVHOI� IURP�WKH�IDPLO\��+HU� MRXUQH\�ZLWK�
them has come full circle and she serves as a men-
tor to a high school senior and is a chairman on the 
-XQLRU�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV��

)RU�-XVWLQH��IRU�-DFNLH��IRU�+HQU\�DQG�/LVVHWWH��
this is the family that changed their lives and built 
D�KRPH�RI�WULXPSK�RQ�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WUDJHG\��

“It never gets better, it gets different,” Stamen 
$UULOODJD�VDLG��´,·P�VWLOO�VR�VDG�DERXW�KHU�ORVV��EXW�
LW·V�EHHQ����\HDUV�DQG�ZKLOH�LW�KDVQ·W�JRWWHQ�EHWWHU�
LW�LV�FHUWDLQO\�GLIIHUHQW��7R�EH�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�VRPH-
WKLQJ�DV�WUHPHQGRXVO\�EULJKW�DQG�SRVLWLYH�DV�7HDN�
ZDV�LV�UHDOO\�WKH�SULGH�DQG�MR\�RI�P\�OLIH�µ��

Fifteen years in, it would seem that the TEAK 
)HOORZVKLS�LV� MXVW�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG��7KH���th Anni-
versary Celebration held last month raised more 
WKDQ����PLOOLRQ�LQ�VXSSRUW��

“I am so proud of the current leadership and 
I’m happy to be an ambassador for this beautiful 
SURJUDP�µ�6WDPHQ�$UULOODJD�VDLG��´6R�PDQ\�RI�RXU�
students are starting to become major supporters 
DQG�PHQWRUV��,�KDYH�QR�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�
DQG�WKH�VWDII�ZLOO�FDUU\�WKH�SURJUDP�RQ�IRUHYHU�µ

Teak Dyer and her mother Jackie Dyer before the Pali High senior was murdered on the eve of her 

graduation. Inset: Clipping from Palisadian-Post published on June 30, 1988.     

Photo: Courtesy of Justine Stamen Arrillaga

-XVWLQH�6WDPHQ�$UULOODJD�DQG�7HDN�'\HU�PHW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�JUDGH�DW�-RKQ�7KRPDV�'\H�6FKRRO�LQ�%HO�$LU���
   Photo: Courtesy of Justine Stamen Arrillaga

TEAK DYER’S LEGACY INSPIRES, 

MEASURING SUCCESS TEAK has served over                 students. 300
of TEAK 8th graders earned admission 
to academically selective high schools.100% of TEAK 8th graders earned admission 
to 4-year colleges and universities.

of whom entered top-tier schools, including                   to the Ivy League.87% 23%

TEAK students have cumulatively earned over 

61 MILLION
in need-based financial aid for high school and college.

Through Public Interest Internships,
TEAK students have performed over

38,000 HOURS$
of service since 2001.

TEAK stats from 15th anniversary celebration


